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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No, 1 


FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFICE, 


His Jiajesty's Consul-General. 
No, 3/7. D. 9,50 a.m, 15th August, 1947, 


12th August, 1947. R. 19.05 p.m. 13th August, 1947, 


Repeated to Rome (Saving). 


re) 
SECRET. 


Your telegram No, 57. 


age be senior surveyor has personally inspected 
vessel with member of my staff and reports that the 
wood between the deck has been removed but that 
beams and other steel work appertaining to that 
deck are still in place, though the owner assures 
us they too will be removed before the vessel 
leaves Genca, delay in doing so being due to 
negotiations over price asked for by local firm 
for ee work, Installation of eight 
latrines is not being carried out and what work 

is being done does not suggest vessel is being 
converted to illegal traffic, Lloyds surveyor 
definitely confirms this impression but does not 
exclude the possibility of such having been in 
mind earlier on, Cabin accommodation maximun 


capacity 12 [gp. wndec: ?passengers]. 


2, Owner has produced copy of letter sent 
by him on May 28th to Feninsular [sic] liediterranean 


Conference London offering vessel for Mediterranean 


acre hire also copies of correspondence with 
accepted Marseilles agents on the subject of freights 


for liediterranean Levant ports to show he is_in 
ood faith and that charter or sale of vessel for 
llegal Jewish immigration never entered his mind, 

Rumours of August sailing from ilarseilles are 
presumably attributable to those negotiations, 


3, In spite of my telegrams Nos, 25 and 26 
(which were based on information from now somewhat 
discredited source), I do not think vessel need_be 
further held under suspicion end would suggest lifting 
arrest, As safeguard vessel will be inspected again 


by Lloyds surveyor before she leaves Genoa and 1 
details of cargo, passengers and destination reported 
te you, Gas natas and Potamianos are leaving for 


London for interview with you. 
[Copy sent to Middle Bast Secretariat]. 
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Ne, 52. D, 10.50 , 
18th August,1947, 


Repeated te Reme Ne, 252 Saving. 


Jewish illegal imuigratien]. 
As owner's are coming te Lenden we intend 
te defer decision until after eur necting 


with them, 


Your telegram Ne, 57 [ef 12th August: 
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Eastern Department, 


Fordign Office, S Wel. 


NOONO7 


British imbassy, 


72/628/47 
SECRET ' Paris, 
lith August, 1947. 


Circular Nos 44 to Consular Missions ats=- 
Se 


Bordeaux .:.' Nantes 
_ Lille Nice 
Lyon . Rouen 
Marseilles Strasbourg 
Toulcuses : 


Dear Consulate/Consulate<seneral, 
PRESIDENT WARFISLD 


Mainly because the sittiation changed so rapidly from day to day, it 
has not been possible until now to keep you generally informed about this 


unfortunate affair. 


2e Attached is a record of the various stages in this case, which, though 
prepared for our own purposes, may be usefull as background for discussions with 
the presse Please note, however, that the contents of the paragraphs numbered 
as follows should not in any circumstances be disclosed:- | 


No. 335 - Last three sentences from "We remindedes,.™ 


NOe 3352 

Noe 427 
3e In general, it may be said that the “rench Government have failed in 
their specific undertakings to us in allowing the passengers to embar’< in a ship 
which they had agreed was not entitled to carry passengers and in failing to 
prevent the ship from sailing. Moreover, their administrative inefficiency 
hag been such, e.g. in failing to check up on the visas, that it clearly amounts 
to a violation of the spirit of our previous understandings; and the sympathy 
shown to thy illegal immigrants by many French authorities has outstandingly 
coutributed to the blacening, of our name in the “rench press. 


L.. ; As @ result of our strong representations, the French Government 
way now appreciate how strongly we feel about what has happened; but it would 
be rash to count on a greater degree of co-operation in the future. 


De Unless further persuasion = to which French official action my 

contribute - is successful in inducing the passengers to disembark, the ships 

Ae —— for a further destination, which will in any case not be Gyprus or 
aLes Go 


6. Troma publicity point of view it is important to bring out the 
following :- | 


British Government actions have in every case been taken 
after close consultation with the Franch Government, and 
specific French Government undertakings to assist us have 
been broken. 


The PRESIDENT WARFIELD is a classic case of the inhumanity 
of the traffic in Jewish refugeese This is illustrated by 
the fact that 4,500 Jews, includin,; women and children, were 
sent in the PRESIDENT WARFI“LD of a net tonnage of 2,600, | 
whereas the net tonna.,e of the three ships in which they were 
returmed was 13,600. Moreover the President Warfield .. ° 
held no certificate to carry passenerse 


/(c) 
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(c) The French authorities took no steps to interfere 
with the embarkation nor to check the visas. | 

(4) At considerable risk of life ard great discomfort, 
the passengers in the PRESIDENT WARFIELD have 
completely failed to attain their objective. 


Te | The information contained in the attached document should 
obviously be used in such a way that an official British source is not 
disclosed, and actual dates of letters should not be quoted. 


8. Our policy in dealing with Resolutions sent to the Ambassador 
on the subject: has been.as a rule to disregard them, Individual letters, 
however, are being dealt.with on their merits. 7 TO 
| Yours ever, 


CHANCERY, 
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No, 202 


Mr. Tennant 


1s ™he following is an account of the 
"YPresident Warfield” episode. 


Ze H.E. wrote on 2lst March to M, Bidault 
inviting "the French Government to take urgent and effect- 
ive steps without delay to prevent further departures of 
illegal immigrants from French ports", He added that 

H.M.G. "“eonfidently expect the full cooperation of the 

French Government in the spirit of the newly~signed alliance”. 


The letter also requested that Anglo-French conversations 


should start immediately. 


Be By Note of the 17th April to the Ministry 
of Foreign Affaiys, wa placed on record information given 
verbally by Mr. Ashley Glarke to the effect that the 
‘Dresident Warfield" was at Marseilles, and was destined 


for this traffic. 


Se. Marseilles reported to us that this vessel, 
which arrived at M:rseilles on April 15th, left in ballast | 
nominally for Alexandria on April 2let. . 


24th April she arrived at La Spezia, | 


5, M, Teitgen replied on 24th Apr3l to H.E's 
letter of the 2ist March stating that the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea of 3lst May,1929 
and the French law of the 15th June 1933 on the same subject 
hed always been applied in French ports, This control would 
now be tightened, in particular as regards the "President 
Worfield" (which M, Teitgen thought was still at Marseilles), 
Further, the French Government was instructing all prefects 
not to issue any French exit visas on collective passports 
without prior verification by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs and the Embassies and Legations concerned of the 
validity of the visas of ultimate destination possessed by 


the would-be emigrants. 


66 Rome telegram No,1082 of 12th Mey reports 


thet the Italians produced photographs of the ship, which 
showed clearly that she was a river or Lake vessel ontiraly 


unsuited for nevigation on the open sea. The ghip had 
arrived with a certificate of sea-worthiness issued by the 
bureau Veritas at New York (confirmed by Veritas at . 

i in 
Margojlies). which yopprigted nero stal) trative. — She 
could thus be refused cleerance for the opon sea and re- 
qrired to return coastwise to her last port of call,i.eé. 
Marseiiles., 


Te 


? 
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The "President “arfield" applied at Porto 
venere for 150 tons of fuel ofl on 26th Mey. 


On 23rd May she was given only 8 tons of 


fucl ofl, 


H.M,. Embassy wrote on the 29th May to Mo 


8, 
ints of the Anglo- 


Bousquet placing on record the main po 
Pronch discussions of the 12th May. 


(a) the measures promised in M. Teitgen's letter of the 
24th April were recalled: 


wowld be taken to prevent passage of clan- 


(b) measures 
ts through French zone of Germany. 


destine imnigran 
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°. By Note of 14th June we informed Minists, 

of Foreign Affsirs that the "President “arfie2a" had 

now left the port of Spezia (it actually left on the 
12th June). We pointed out that owing to the co- 
operation of the Italian authorities this vessel 

hed been held wp at Spezia for some weeks (since 26th 
April) and had been limited by the Italian authorities 
to coastwise movement on account of the nature of her 
certificate of sea-worthiness. We informed the Ministry 


that H.M.G, attached the very highest importance to 


stopping this ship, which had the largest capacity of eny 
vessel at present engaged in the illegal immigration 
twaffic to Pelestine, andwe urged that the French 
Governnornt use their utmost endeavours to take effective 
action to hold her and to obstruct her further movement, 


10, | By semi~official letter we informed the 
Ministry that the "President Yarfield" arrived at 
Port de Bouc on the l4th June. 


il. On 16tn June we were able to telegraph to 

the F.0, a verbal statement by the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs that the French Merchant Merine suthorities had 
taken immediate steps to hold the vessel at Port de 

Bouc, that they had already indications that arrangements 
on board for safety of Life at sea were unsatisfactory 
and that they had also noted that her certificate of 
sea-worthiness was valid only for coastwise traffic. 


12. By semi~official letter of the 1&th June we 
informed the Ministry of a report from H.M.C.G, 
Mavseilios, to the effect that the Prefecture at 
Marseilles informed H,M,C,G, on the 16th June that the 
local Inscription Maritime had been instrueted to 
prevent the departure of the "President Werfleld"® if 
possible. The Prefecture had instructed the Commissariat 
to watch out for any possible embarkation, We expressed 
ovr concern on hesring that the vessel had moved on the 
16th June to Caronte for bunkers, and added that needless 
to say we hoped most strongly that no bunkers would be 
granted to her. The Ministry had undertaken immediately 
to take steps to ensure that all ports in the South 

of France, and in particular Stte, were informed thet 
she might move from Caronte at any moment, and should 

be instructed to hold her end prevent any embarkation. 
Ye reminded the Ministry of the co-operation which we 
had veceived from the Italian suthorities who, after 
delaying the vessel for a considerable time had her 
shadowed when she left Porto Venere by an Italian war- 
ship untjl a British wership was able to take over. 

We neturally hoped that we should be able to count on 
the French Nevy for similar co-operation if the vessel 
should succeed in sailing. (The Ministry took up this 


‘ypaequest for an escort from the French Navy with 


M. Bidawit, but nothing came of it. 


13, By semi~official letter of the 19th June 
we informed the Ministry that H.M. Destroyer 


'prissenden" was due off Merseilles on the 20th June 
to take over from the French escort, which we trusted 
the French Government would have been able to arrange 
pending the arrival of the "Brissenden", 


14, Me. Bousquet wrote to Mr. Ashley Clarke on the 
26th June giving his agreement to a trans ation of 

My, Ashley Clarke's letter of the 29th May which was 
slightiy/ 
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No.403 


| 3, 
slightly different from the original (see document 398). 


15. By Note of the 28th June to the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs we expressed concern of His Majesty's 
Government on learning that "President Warfield" had 
received 315 tons of of] bunkers from the French firm 


“Compagnie Francaise de Raffinage la Mede" and that the 
s 


vessel's Veritos certificate had been amended as follows 
"“nermission granted to proceed to Black Sea without 

freight or passengers end in fine weather", We pointed 

out that this appeared highly suspicious and asked that the 
Prench Government toke steps to prevent the vessel from 
leaving at any rate wntil it had been possible to ascer~ 
tain the true facts concerning her destination and voyage. 


16. On 27th June, My. Bevin wrote to M. Bidault 
rominding him that he had raised with him during their stay 
in Moscow the question of Jewish illegal immigration and 
referring to the subsequent Anglo-French discussions. He 
referred in particular to the "President Warfield" which 
had an estimated capacity of 2,000. He said that the 
arrivol of this number of illegal immigrants in Palestine 
wowld gravely endanger the peace of that country and of the 
Middle East. He asked that M. Bidawlt give his most 
sympathetic consideration + the representations which he 
had received from this Embassy with regard to the control 
of this veasel, 


17. On the Sth July we wrote a semi-official letter 
to the Ministry referring to Mr. Bevin's letter and 
pointing out that when the clause "in fine weather" is 
included in certificates of sea-worthiness issued in the 
United Kingdom, a harbour master has the power to forbid 
soiling if he thinks that the weather is insufficiently 
fine, We pointed owt that this gave the French author- 
ities unlimited posgibilities of preventing the ship from 
sailing even in ballast on the pretext of unfavourable 
weather forecasts, 


16. By Note of the 10th July we informed the 
Ministry of ovr informationto the effect that on the 9th 
July at 16,00 hours the "President Warfield" left Port | 

de Bouc for Séte where she began embarking several 

thousand passengers. H.M,C.G. Marseilles had protested 

to the Préfet of the department of Hérault and to the 
Local Inscription Maritime asking that the vessel should 
be prevented from leaving. We asked that the vessel should 
be held and that such passengers as might habe been 
embarked should at once be removed. 


19. Our telegram No.67 to Marseilles reports that 
on the LOth July we inmediotely protested most strongly 
to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs who informed us that 

ag a result of instyuctions to local authorities the 
vessel was held and the passengers would be forced to dis- 
embark. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs informed us that 
they and the Ministry of Transport hed in mind that since 
the vessel's clearance certificate was limited to fine 
weather with no passengers she could not legally embark 


passengers. 
20, During the night of the 10th and the Lith 
although the Inscription Maritime of Sdte on instructions 


from the Inscription Maritime of Merseilies had placed 
guarda on the quay to prevent the vessel from casting off, 


she cut hes ropes and sailed, 
(Wa/ 
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(we have had no explanction 45 to why passengers 
were ellowed to boerd the vessel at all, nor why they were 
not immediately made to disembark). 


Zale On the 12th July Mr. Bevin agoin wrote to M,Bidault 
expressing his dismay at this news. He referred to the 
alliance between our two countries and the fact that the 


Palestine problem was subjudice at the United Nations. He 
the French Government 


asked what would be the feelings of 
if His Majesty's Government should fagilitata the arrival in 
gone territory for which the French Government were res— 
ponsible of 4 number of elements calculated to disturb the 


peace there. 


{In this connection it is inter 
Polestine reported ~ see document 264 ~ 
a tetal of 242 terrorists were known to h 
as illegal immigrants). Mr. Bevin soid that in the circun- 
gtonces "I must protest most strongly against the fecilities 
which have been granted to the 'tppesident Warfield" end I 


request that the French Government should reodmit her to 
France with all the passengers on board es soon as& arrange~ 
ments can be made to cause the "President Warfield" to return.” 


esting to note that 
that on the 22nd May 
ave entered Palestine 


22. On 12th July My. Bevin informed M, Bidault verbally 
thet we intended to make an example of this ship by obliging 


her to return to 2 French port with all her passengers, and 
rate by receiving her back 


he counted on the French to coope 
and disembarking the passengers. M. Bidault agreed to this. 


day Mr, Bevin saw M, Ramadier who was 


10.409 On the same 
took to make en enquiry into the 


less forthcoming, but under 
departure of the vessel. 
Affairs informed us on 16th 

4 had decided not to Lay the requests 
contained in M. Bevin's Lettor of 12th July, before the 
Council of Ministers, put to take them up with the Prime 
Minister, The Ministry had now made it clear that M,Bidault's 
undertaking could not be regarded 4S a decision by the Frenanh 
Government unless and until M. Ramadier confirmed it. 


on 2lst July that the passengers 
assports beering valid 
ul-General, Marseilles. 


Wo.427 Phe Ministry of Foreign 


July that M, Bidaul 
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70.458 25. The Interior said 
were in possession of individual p 
Colombian visas issued by the Cons 


On 2Qlst July M. Bousquet informed H.M,Minister 
that as the immigrants had Left with individual passports 
bearing valid Colombian yisas, the Prench Government wo a 
ask His Majesty's Government to arrange for the immediate 
onward journey to Colombia efter pefualling at Villefranche. 


we learnt eventually on eend July from Colombian 
Gounsellor th h organisation OSE {organisation 
de Secours Aux En which was responsible for om 
barketion on the “Wpresident Warfield" asked the Préfet of 
the Rhéne for individual travel documents for whole party 
and presented document purporting to come from Colombian 
Consulate at Marseilles, stoting that visas for Colombia 
would be granted, Ppréfet reforred to Ministry of the 
Interior, who authorised iss f tyavel documents. 
Colombian Consulate neither gave the doewnents presented by 
O3E to Préfet nor issued any visas. (only 152 have been 
granted by him since igt Januory). Consequently document 


and visas were forged. Colombian Government had no 
intention/ 


Wo.461 


5. 


intention of odmitting these Jews to Colombia, Colombian 
Embassy hed officially requested the Freneh Government to 


make an investigation. 


24. On 24th July after personal interrention of H.H, 
Gouncil of Ministers decided that the three British trans- 
ports would be admitted to a French port, though no 
meagures would be taken to oblige the passengera to Land, 
though preparvetions would be made to feed and care for 


thom if they do land. 


- - The following publicity pointg might be born in 
mind :~ 


(a) Reference to the U.N,O. resolution requesting ell 
governments and peoples to refrain pending ection by the 
General Assembly on the report of the Specisl Cosmittes 
en Pelestine, from the threat or use of force or any 
other action which might create an atmosphere prejudicial 
to an early settlement of the question of Palestine (Mr. 
Bevin's letter of the 27th June to M, Bideault). 


(b) Inhumanity of shipping 4500 souls inoluding women 
and ohildyen in a lake or river vessel with a certificate 
valid only for a journey in fine weather and with no 
passengera; inhumenity, which is illustwated by the fact 
thot even wnidey over-erowded conditions of troop trens- 
ports in war time a ship like the "‘Pregident Warfield" 
would only have carried 700 men at the most. Again the 
‘Queen Elizabeth" carries only half the number of 
passengers whieh the "President WerfLela" carried, end 
then with euplg life-saving equipment. Further, to bring 
thege passengers back to France we have provided three 
ships, each ef which is lewcer than the “President 


Waypfield", 
G.A. CROSSLEY 


Sth August, 1947. 
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15 2G 1947 = 
Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 


Mire Balfeur | De 9-19 Delle 14th August 1947. 
Ne. 4471 R. 3.30 a.m. 15th August 1947. 


14th August 1947. 
Repeated te Jerusalem. 
vvVvV 
TiiPORTANT. 
SuCRET. 
Pglestins. 


It has been suggested here that censideratien is 
being given in Lenden to the pessibility ef returning 
illegal imaigrants frem the President Warfield to the 


British zene ef Germany. 


2. I de not knew whether there is any foundation 
whatever fer this suggestion. But I feel bound te 
peint eut that the fercible return ef these peeple te 
the country which was se recently the scene of the werst 
anti-semitic atrecities weuld almest certainly cause a 
wave of American indignation, spreading censiderably 
beyend the nermal circle ef Zienist agitators. 


3. Whilst reluctant te add further difficulties te a 
complex preblem I think it right to enter a caveat 
against pessible action which might have unfaveurable 
repercussiens at a delicate stage of Angle-American 


relatiens. 
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Secret. 


Your telegram No. 41,71 afta my telegram 
\s A3FS to Berlin. 
Palestine 


From the moment at which the refoulement 
! ty 
considered, I have 
probable rep@rcussions of our policy in the 


United States. This was of course taken into 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


account when we reached the decision conveyed 


in my telegram under reference to Berlin, but 


What that decision has again been examined in the xxg 
W/ light of your telegram No. 4471. 
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2. The fact is that we have no alternative — 


o 
PZ 
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NOONOT 


put to send these people to the British Zone. 


moka 
Gode= | have sufferéd a major defeat in our wm” 
Cypher. . 
_ clad aes (la against the traffic in illegal 
Distribution -— 
URI | immigrants, fhe consequences of which might 
| Drak. mw dh be intolerable for the Palestine Government. 


We cannot leave them indefinitely on the 


If we were to take them to Cyprus now, we should ua 
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transports at Port dé Bouc. The only territory 
under British jurisdiction in which accommodati or 


Copasios is now available and to which it is politically | 


co 7 possible to send them is the British Zone of 


Germany. 


3. Everything possible will be done to- 


mitigate the effect of this decision upon 
public/ © 


(13556) Wt. 43697-140 160m 3147 G.S.St. Gp 620 


iG elution an the United eeabes-ana 
easewhents In particular, we shall do 
our best to retain the initiative on the 
publicity front, by keeping our decision: 
secret until we are ready to announce it 
in our own terms. The text of the 
communiqué, which we propose to issue 1.8 
hours before the convoy leaves Port de Bouc-: 
will be telegraphed to you, if ae, 
in time for you to - comment | i aca 
terms. | | 


5 Ke AS you will see from my telegram under 


reference to Berlin, there is still a chance 


IN THI 


that the Jewish Agency, who will be approached 
simultaneously with the release of the 
communique, may agree to co-operate in 


pursuading the passengers to land at Port 
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de Bouc. Even if they Hkxkt sail to 


Henburg there is/further possibility that: 


NOONO7 


the French Government may agree to receive 
them agross the land frontier from the Britiph 


Zone, which would thus not be their final 
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destination. 
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FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON, ~ 


0, 8281, 
De 9025 pel. 16th August, 1947. 


16th August, 1947. 
Repeated to Jerusalem. 


Your telegram No.4471 and ny telegram No. 25865 to 
Berlin. 


Palestine. 


From the moment at which the refoulement of the 
President Varfield's passengers was first considered, 


I have had fully and constantly in mind the probable 
repercussions of our policy in the United States. This 
was of course taken into account when we reached the 
decision conveyed in my telegraua under reference to 

O 


Berlin, but that decision has again been examined in 


the light of your telegram No.4 l. 


act is that we have no alternative but to 
ritish Zone. If we were to 
we should have & 
campaign against the 
the consequences of 


intolerable e 
, ts 
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leave then i 

Bouc, The only 

which accommodatio 
olitically possible 


ermanye 


uriss 


Be Everything essible will be done to mitigate the 
effect of this decision upen pubs1e opinion in the 
United States and elsewhere. in particular, we shall de 

itiative on the publicity front, 


our best to retain the in 
by keeping our decision secret until we are ready te 
n terms. The text of the communiqué, 


announce it in our ow 
which we propese to issue 48 hours before the convey 
leaves Port de Bouc will be telegraphed to you, if 
pessible in time fer you to comment on its terms. 


4, One arguncnt which will be used in the communiqué 
411 no doubt hasise in yeur 


and which you wW 
supperting publicity, is that these tami rants y 
e 


have been cffered hospitality | 
go to Hamburg they will de so b own cheice. 
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disturbance in the United 
ited States Gove 


of the Jewish refug 
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ition in the United States might be 


seriously prejudiced. 
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our aetion was 
that the British pos 


Port du Bowe to 


to say 
Depar 


thie I 


t General Clay, who 


t thet our action was not strictly 


Secondly Mr. Dowlas said tha 
though 


is in London, 


in accordance with 
demurred. 


the Bi-~zonal Agreement. 


inly 


ships hed sailed 
ibility there could 


I would certa 
is 


8 
However, 
n examined in the light of 


as the 
see what pos 


Douglas that, 
I did not 


be of alternative action. 
have the situatio 


tations. 


represen 


I told Kr. 


from France, 


aes a SEL Set ota ee 
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sipeaA eth: 


NS Ses axa 
‘eae kes 


I propose to tell the United Statea Ambassador 
that we had a message from the State Department 


yesterday on this question and give him the gist of 


the reply in Washington telegram No. 8575. 
t will add that we have today asked the French 


officially to take the Jews into France from the 
British Zone on their arrival there and that this 


approach will be made public in the papers tomorrow. 


(Roger Makins) 


o3rd August, 1947. 
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of His Majesty’s Embassy. 
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Hastern Department, 
Foreign Office, S.W.1. 


COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON 


Repetanes: : 7 
FO _ 37181822 


1. Les passagers étaient d'une fagon générale originaires de 
1'kurope du Nord et de 1' Est. 


2. Certeins passagers avaient déj& 6t& en Palestine. 


Se L'&ge moyen des pessagers 6tait de 25 ans environs. Beaucoup 
d'entre eux &taient instruits et appartenaient & la petite classe 
moyenne. Il y avait également un certein nombre d'artisans. [1 7 
avait une psrticulitrement heute proportion d’ enfants dont beaucoup 
$taient sans famille et dont les parents devaient "les rejoindre 


plus tard". 


be Les bagages donneient la preuve d'une organisation détaiillée 
derritre l'’immigration. Chaque adulte transporteit un vrai sac de 
voyage sutour duquel étaient uniformément attachées deux ou trois 
couvertures de l’armée eméricaine. Le sac de voyage contenait un 
ou plusieurs costumes, des chaussures et autres nécessaires, Le 
tout presque neuf et de bonne qualité. L' #équipement donnait 
l'4impression d'avoir &t& distribué plutdt qu'assemblé au hesard. 


5. Tl y avait trois routes principales suivies par les passarers 
jusqu'au zones d’attente autour de Marseille. 


(a) par trains spéciaux & travers 1' Europe depuis 1'ist. 


(b) ¥ convois routiers pour les voyages plus courts par- 
ticulitrement depuis l'Europe du Nord et du Nord Ouest. 


(c) Par voyages en train individuels depuis les divers centres 
de transit tels que le Quartier Général sioniste de l’Avenue de 
la Grende Armée (Etoile) A Paris. Dens ce cas le centre de transit 
fournisseit aux juifa les billets de chemin de fer et leur donnait 
L'adresse d'um centre auguel ils devaient se rendre 3 leur arrivée 


& Yarseille,. 


Dans le cas d’envoi d'importants groupes de juifs partant 
ensemble de camps de personnes déplacées en se dispense des 
formalités de billets et le voyage est organisé d'une fagon plus 
militaire avec des billets collectifs: une contremarque a 6té 


touvé pour confirmer ceci. 


6.  Quelques uns des groupes de voyageurs, dont chaoun était 
composé de 250 personnes environ, étaient escortés & travers ia 
France per train. (Un train entier au moins changea de train & 
Toulouse qui était aussie un lieu de ralliement pour un certain 
nombre de Lithueniens et & son arrivée } ou pres de Marseille fut 


transboradé directement dans des camions). 


7% Un certain nombre de frangeis, y inclus plusieurs gendarmes 
particulitrement “polis et complsisants" assisttrent & 1*embarque- 
ment sur le "President Werfield". Ceci prit environ 4 ou 5 heures. 
et le Meire israélite de sate en fut témoin. Celui-oi fut : 
a'gilleurs connu pour avoir pris une lerge part dans 1‘ organisation 


et la réalisation de 1'opération. 


8. Environ 10 minutes avant l'entrée dans la zone d'émigration du 
port de S&te chaque Juif regut un "Etat-OCivil" forgé et une carte 
a'identité sur lesquels les photographies et les descriptions 
n'avaient aucune ressemblence avec celui qui les portait. Ces 
documents furent distribués par paquets de 50 sans discrimination 
et furent ensuite ramassés par les chefs de groupes. Cecil semble 
avoir éte fait pour que la Gendermerie & l'entrée du port puisse au 


moins sauver les appsrgnces. Un Juif dit: "Je n'avais mame pas 
s de regarder la mienne, sussie vous pouvez penser 


combien j'ai &t& heureux gqu'ils n'aient pes demandé mon nom" 


NOO NOT 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 1. ” 3+ 


FROM PARIS TO FORSIGN OFFICE. 


Mire Duff Cooper De 10.00 am. 16th August 1947. 
No. 815 Re 10.50 am. 16th August 1947. 


16th August 1947. 
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IMPORTANT. 
CONFIDENTIAL. | wa PAT 
Illegal Jewish immigration. 


Information Officer Marseilles has suggested 
that a French journalist should be allowed to 
travel in one of the transports when they leave 
Port-De-Bouc. Officer Commanding Troops is 
agreeable. Ashcroft has in mind a ilarseilles 
journalist named Audiberg who is well known to us 
and who since the beginning has rendered great 
service by his objective reporting. 


2. We appreve this proposal since we can arrange 
for this journalist's stories to be widely published 
in France but we would like to send also a British 
journalist, perhaps a Reuter correspondent, as well 
tg write steries fer the British and world press 
since interest will undoubtedly revive if ships 
sail from Pert-De-Bouc to another destination. 


WOONOT “391440 040934 9110NG 3HL 40 LHDIBAdOD 


5. Could we have your views as seon a8 possible 
so that we can make the necessary arrangements? 


[Copy sent te Widdle Hast Secretariat]. 
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NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN 


Distribution :— 
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Confidential 


DEPARTME TAL NO.1 


Cypher/OTP 
FRO. FORBIGN OFFICE TO PARIS 


Oe1862 De 3.40 peu 19th August, 1947 


19th August, 1947 


LLBDIATE 
CONFIDENTIAL 

Your telegram No.é18 [ef 16th August: 
Jewish illegal immigration]. 


ve agree to your pronesal, previded that 
journalists concerned are net inferaed about 
departure of ships before—release ef official 


communiqué.’ 
>. a ~ « 
[Copy sent Middle Fast Secretariat]. 
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aly 369/16/L,7 pa: August 9th 197. —- 


we 


Thank you for your further letter 
of August 5th about the alleged transit of Jews 
through the British Zone of Austria. (You will 
now have received my letter No. 369/15/47 of the 
7th August referring to your previous letter on 
this subject.) : 


2. I rather think that you have been 
misinformed about the responsibility of the 
British Troops in Austria for the crossing into 
Italy of the parties of Jews mentioned in your 
letter. 


5..The British zone ends at Picco dei Tre 
Signori. The Gerlos pass leads up to the frontier 
at some distance to the west of this point and from 
your description of the route —- HALLEIN-SAALFELDEN- 
MITTERSILL Valley - GERLOS - it woulda appear that 
the refugees did not leave the American zone until 
they entered Italy at or somewhere near Passo dei 
Tauri. , 


4. This is the route about which we have been 
hearing so much recently, and we are disturbed to 
find that it is being used go continuously. No doubt 
you will take the matter up with the United States. 
authorities. | | 
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J.G. Ward. 


Count Vittorio Zoppi, 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Palazzo Chigi. 

ROME. 


“TRANSLATION. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
| 24.852/378 


ROME, 5th August 1947. 


Dear Ward, 
The competent authorities have 


stria that about 800 Jews will 
2end and 23rd 


received 


information from Au 


leave. Hallein in American lorries on 


of this month with the intention of entering Italy 


& 


illegally. 


The route which will be taken is as follows 


Saalfelden-Ittersl, Gerlos Pass and Val Pusteria. 
They will proceed on foot in groups of ten 
for the final stage of the journey. 

Further departures will take place on 26th 


August and yet more are anticipated very soon after 


this date. 
t wish to draw your attention to this 
intensification of Jewish illegal entry into Italy, 


which appears to be facilitated by various authorities 
4 Austria and which is taking place in 


in Germany an 
o-Austrian frontier 


that particular Zone of the Ital 


which is under the immediate supervision of the 


British Occupation Forces in Austria. 


Believe me, 


Yours very sincerely, 


(Signed) V. ZOPPI. 


Signor J.G. Ward, 
Counsellor of the British Embassy ; 


ROME. 
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The British Embassy, — 


7th August 197. 


369/15/L7 


CONFIDENTIAL. 
Dear Zoppi, | 

In your letter DGAP/Uff.1 of the 18th July you 
were good enough to give me some further information 
from Italian official sources about the illegal 
passage of Jews from Austria into Italy. . I did not 
~fail to pass this information on to London and to the 
British Authorities in Austria. The latter have now 
informed us that enquiries made on the ground have. 
failed to substantiate the report in your letter that 
parties of Jews were attempting to cross into Italy 
from the British Zone of Austria. The British-Austrian 
frontier control services have no evidence of movements 
of Jews in the East Tyrol and the Italian authorities 
at San Candido, with whom the British Authorities are in 


The British Authorities in Austria would be 
interested to know from what source the report of 
crossings from the British Zone was obtained. All 
their information shows that the actual crossing points 
are situated on the boundaries between Italy and the 
other co-terminous zones. The most important of the 
crossing points is believed to be the Krimmel Pass 
leading into the Valle Aurina. 


JG. Ward, 


Count V. Goppi, 

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
Palazzo Chigi, 

ROME « 
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| 18TH JULY 1947. | | 
ce ne er 


* TRANSLATION OF LETTER FROM MINISTER ZOPPI TO MR WARD DATED Se 


Dear Ward, 


| With reference to the continual influx of clandestine 
Jews across our northern frontier, I pass you the following 
item of information, recently supplied by our competent 


authorities:- 


Groups organised by the Jews are making almost daily 
attempts to eross the frontier in the zone between FORTEZZA 
and SAN CANDIDO, and more precisely at the following points:- — 


PASSO STALLE (ATERSELVA) 
VALLE CASIER{PREDOT) 
‘MONT'ELMO E SAN SILVESTRO (SAN GANDIDO) 


Crossings are generally undertaken by groups of about 
thirty, some of which are armed. | 


Six thousand refugees from Jugoslavian territory are now 
allegedly in the British occupation zone. The majority of 
the Jews, on the other hand, come from the Russian zone. 


A certain SCHOKY, residing in Mepano, is allegedly 
engaged in the movement of these Jews. SCHOKY occasionally 
wears American uniform. He is being watched. 


From the interrogation of a certain number of the Jews 
who have clandestinely crossed the frontier lately, the following 


facts are elicited:- 


"Bor some months Jews resident in areas occupied by the 
Russian Army (Germany, Austria, Hungery and Rumania), or in 
zones under the direct influence of the Soviet Army (Jugoslavia, 
Poland, Czechoslovakia), have been trying to reach the American 
occupation zone in order to put themselves under the care of 
organisations set up in America for the protection of Jewish 


refugees. 
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The motive for this migration is the fact that Jewish 
property is generally confiscated or nationalised, and its 
owners sent to labour camps. In view of this state of affairs, 
and because they fear new pogroms, the Jewish communities 
favour migration towards territory occupied by American forces 
in Austria and in Germany. | 


Through various assistential (?) organisations, the 
emigrants are supplied with money, clothes and food, and are 
escorted by personnel in American uniform, bearing group 
movement orders to the assembly camps. A few of them journey 
along and unescorted, making use of military transport and 
bribing frontier authorities. In certain cases transport is 
effected in U.N.R.R.A. trains which are used more particularly 


to carry women and children. 


In Austria the arrival point from the east is the Rothschild | 
Hospital in VIENNA, from where individuals are drafted to the . 
following camps:- a | | , 

/BAD GASTEIN 


LDEN - HALLEIN 
(just set up) 


PR 


BAD GASTEIN - SALZBURG - SAALFE 


HALL IN. TIROL (for refugees from Jugoslavia) 


Jewish refugees in the American zone enjoy complete 
they are under the 


liberty of movement in the area3 or 
protection of UNRRA. and are issued with "Stateless" 


identity documents. 


Enrolmeah has recently begun for Jews who intend — 
to travel to Austria or to the Argentine, on condition 
that they undertake” to spend at least six .months in the. 
n order to secure the citizenship 


voluntary labour csuse i 
of the state to which they emigrate. 


Tdentical arrangements are expected for other South 


American states. 
The remainder of the refugees are awaiting their turn 
for entry to Palestine. 


: Because of the long waiting period, whicn proves 
unbearable, particularly to the younger refugees who are 
esnxious to start life anew, a great number of them attempt 
to cross into Italy clandestinely. Having once got into 

‘Italy, they make for the ports of embarkation, or else 
try to merge themselves with the Italian population pending 


their definite disposal. 


The crossings are facilitated by three factors:- 


(a) Complete liberty within the camps, because of 
which departures pass unnoticed. 


(0) The official blessing of the Austrian police, which 
considers every passing Jew as a reduction of the 
strain on the Austrian food situation. 


(c) The fact that no punishment is meted out by camp 
authorities to refugees returned to the camps by 


the frontier authorities. 


. Crossings are due to the summons of relatives who have 
already reached Italy in UNRRA. trains." 


My kind regards, tc.....- 
ZOPPI. 
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12th August, 1947. 


pen 


Dear Zastexm Department, 


“ny 


Please refer to your letter of 28th July (# 5979/18/21)» 


Our authorities in the Zone haye been avare for some time 
to Sweden 


of attemots by Jewish refugees to emi_rate illecally 
anc other Ealtie countries. In particular they were concerned 
at the establishment of a “Jewish Fishing School" at Hamburg 
and a "Jewish Maritime ‘raining School" at Neustadt, both of 
which weve suspected as channels for illegal emiration. In 
this connection you may have seen General Sishon's secret 
letter Z8C0/PQ/16),/0130,/see & of 26th July to Sir Gilmour 
Jenkins. ‘the Fishing School was closed down in sovember 19,6 
and deep sea activities formerly conducted at the Training 
School are now no lonser permitted. | 
result of these and similar 


-, 


GA a, 


any larze scale movement of illegal Jewish ewizgrants is in any 
wilikely since thers is no large concentration of would-be 
emicrants in the northern part of our Zone and illecal movement 
by the southern routes has always proved in the past to be 


much more popular. 


ct 
Praad) 


the lines fx 
- OUT, We are 


wastern vepartinent, 
WOMETOCN ORBICS, 
LONDON, SeVete 
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GREENE He, | 


4.6 AUB 1947 | 


Eg nnacar teat, 
4 : ie 


g 4 Hoey toe cmggrants themselves to move southward and the 
' careful watch the uritish authorities are maintaining 
in this agea will both militate against such a development, 


Yours ever, 


avy 
' 


Chancery 
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FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFWLCE 


His Majesty's Consul-General | | 
No D. 7.20 pom 15th August, 1947 


No, 140 
75th august, 1947 R. 9.30 pom, 15th august, 1947 


Repeated to Paris 

dddddda 
IMMEDIATE 
RESTRICTED 


Illegal Jewish Immigration. 
My telegram No. 13/. 
One sick woman disembarked today otherwise no 


deve Llopments, 


sana #7 ee "a 
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@ [pnis telegram i 
@ retained by the 


Cypher /OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


Te { 1sone | | oO | 
ie | De 3685 Dome L5th August, 1947 
15th August, 1947 R. 5.50 pem. 15th August, 1947 


Repeated to Jerusaleu 


My telegram No.515. 
Weekly report. 


lo change. 
Please repeat to Jerusalea as my telegram 
Noel5. 


[Copies sent to Telegraph Section, 
Colenial Office for retranssission Je 
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FROM CALRO TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr, Bowker | | 
ios 103 Saving Re 3040 pom. 16th August, 1927 


ddddddd 


Following from His Majesty's, Consul-General _ 
a telegram No. 9 Secret, dated 11th August, 
3.7 « : 


Addressed Cairo reference despatch No, 33, repeated 


S.0.(I) Port Said, . 


Reference suspect weekly shipping report No. 15 
which arrived 9th August. a - 


"Phoenix" arrived Alexandria 7th August and sailed 
10th August for Tripoli (Syria). 
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0, please pass to Berlin, Lubbecke, Jerusalem, 
[02 as hy telegrems Nos, 12 , Lo 88 and L177 
respectively and to Commander-in=-Chief Mediterranean 


No, 2585 to Berlin, 
sgewish illegal immigration to Palestine, 


You will realise that en a 
send immigrants back to Germany wi roduce wiolent hostile 
urst im the press, I should be glad therefore of all 
Getails as to the actual arrangements which will be made for 


their reception in Germany for use with the-press, For 
exemple I presume they 
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Lil be kept together in camps but 
nat degree of freedom wi ave? More details that ¢ 
be given even on such zg of the ships 
en youte to Hauburg wi uuseribing — 
speculation, 


HOGHOT 


ft 


es 


a final appeal reneh ( 
16m im Pert de Bouc 
With a care 


apps al ' really helpful nan 
refusal would Bive us the adventag 
em them a share ef the edium fer returming these 


o it would nevertheless be desirable that whem we are 
en the peint ef makin mouncenent I sheuld be autherise 
te inferm the Freneh Ge ment ef what is intended an 


eme (repeat ene) Prench efficial whese business it weuld be te 
phasise — mere that the immi will be welcome 


t to Telegraph Section Colonial Office for tre 
ea. ru m, to War Re ran 
te Gein-C Med, and te Messag smissien te 


hel pea 


OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


[This telegram ic of perticular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed o 


E 7488/48/6 
Top Secret 
Cypher/OTP © 


“loth gugust, 1947. 


Repeated to Paris No.1844 nb 

— " Werseilles No.ll8:. °° 0) ) 
Weshington No.8280 — : ) Immediate 
Jerusalen | i 

Comune nder-in-Chi ef Hed iterrancan 

Coamender-ineChief woeLeP. °°). 

 peraeere ; 


“MOST IUMEDIATE | 
TOP_SECRET 


- Jewish illegal ianigretion to Palestine. — 


It has been decided thet the three British transports 
which heave been waiting at Port de Bouc to diseuberk the — 
4,500 Jewish illegal imuigrents ex "President Warfield" 
cannot rewein indefinitely in French waters if the Jews 
continue to refuse to disewbark and the French authorities 
decline to co-operate in forcible disembarkation. The | 
Cabinet have laii it down that these Jews shall in no cir- 
cuastances be returned to Cyprus or Palestine and it is 
accordingly necessery for us to be ready to accommodate them 
in some territory under our jurisdiction. The Colonial 
Secretary has thoroughly investigated the possibilities of 
British colonial territories but inforns me that there is 
no accoanodation which could be ready in the near future, in 
any Colony. It has therefore been decided, after careful 
consideration, thet in the event of final failure to secure 
diseuberkation in the South of France the Tews ‘should be 
sent to Haaburg and accommodated in the British Zone of 
Germanys I very much regret that in spite of previous 
assurances youshould be called upon to accept these refugees, 
put I aa reluctantly convinced that this is the only | 


practicable course open to uS. 


9. Ihave not yet ebandoned the hope that we tay 
secure the disembarkation of these Jews in the South of 
Frances The French Governuent are still prepared to accept 


any 
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any who iouanteex to diseubark. It is: therefore proposed 
to aake:.a. final foraal announcezent to the illegal iaai- 
grants that they are to -be sent to Haaburg if they daintain 
their refusal.to land in France, and.to give. then 48 hours 
to think it over. Every effort will be sede at that stage 
to enlist the help of responsible Jewish representatives |. 
in persuading. the Jews to ldnd and to spare theaseives. 
further confinezent end suffering on a voyage to Northern 
Huropean waters. iioreover I shall subsequently press 

the French Governiaent to accept the Jews back by train 
from the British zone, if they have to be sent. ‘there. 

By that tine there-uay be~a greater nuaber of volunteers 
whom we should in any case expect the French Governnent 

to. BECEDs: Ain accordance with their existing ase 


“Bee ‘You, will be. Kept ‘closely inforued regarding 
further developnents and in varticular of the prospective 
place and date of disembarkation. Those who do not. (repeat 
not) disenbark are likely; to sail froa Port de Bouic 


before August 24th. 


t- 


4. Our intention of press ing. the Pretich to: receive 
the illegal immigrants by land from the British Zone-nust . 


be kept secret for the. present. Its revelation’ How would’ ° 
obviously reduce the chance of persuading: thea to disenbark 


at Port. Bouc. 


oan 
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL No, 1. 


FROM MARSEILLES TO FORBIGN OFFIC. 


Mr, Kay. D. 1.10 pom. 18th August 1947. 
No, iss eran 


18th August,1947, R. 4.45 pm. 18th August, 1947. 


Repeated to Paris. 


5 3 3 
ThTEDIATE. 
TOP_ SECRET. 


Illegal Jewish immigration, 


Your telegram No, 1866 to Paris and your telegram 
No, 120 to me, | 


2, Transports have only enough bunkers to take 
them to Gibralter and can put to sea as soon as food 
supplies for the voyage have been put on board, 

As you know, American joint distribution committee 
nave peen supplying the Jews with food at Port de Bouc 
through the French Charity SL ated toh on a day to 
day basis which arrangement will esumably cease 
when imminent departure of the ships is announced, 
Foed supplies can be purchased Lecally and eneugh for 
the voyage cen be te on board in forty-eight hours. 
I assume that nothing sheuld be ordered until we see 
the reactions of the Jews to the announcement 
mentioned in ha paragrens 2, You are doubtless 
aware that H.M,S, Chevron carries 30,000 iren rations 
which were sent recently from Gibraltar for ener gency 
use only with Admiralty sanction, These could be 
placed on board within four hours if necessary. 


5. 1 suggest announcement should be confined to 
statement to that effect that it is made on behalf 
of His Majesty's Government and is: [Begins] that those 
disembark at Port de Beuc within forty-eight 
the ieee in the same transperts 
to Hamburg. be well to add 
whether t ey al at Hamburg 
or whether they will be plae 
; shih a te Ee 
ewmending Treops in my pr 
ef representative of Prefecture 
Jewish Agency if you can pe. 
please see my telegram No. 135, We here see no 
ebiectien te publishing destinatien ferthwith, 
Officer Cemmending Treeps censiders that the Jews 
will welceme decision toe send them te Hamburg 


Peete iMeving ef transperts further eut will render previsiening 
Heaney | Be fficult. 
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4, You will appreciate that de 
convey is rendered | urgent yt the ope te ion vet cOeean 


o, 127, If she ha n roett by the bs end ef this 
week ‘officers and such. ef the erew as we have 
~ peen unable te replace will walk eff and the ship 
will be immobilised, — | 
- 5, This telegram has been. reed with the 

Captain of HM. S, Pheebe and with 
Troops. 

6. Fereign Office repeat : Immediate Berlin 

and J erusalem, 


(Repeated Inmediate to Berlin and cepies sent 
te Telegraph Section, Celenial Office for 
transmissien te Jerusalem]. 


Seticer Commanding 
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Cypher/OTP 


FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE. 
8,10 pom, 18th August, 1947. 


L8th August R, 11,45 pom. 18th August, 1947, 


947. 

Repeated to Paris. 
| §8 8 

IMMEDIATE. 


SE 5 BM e 


CASEI LEEES 


Illegal Jewish Imaigration, 

Hy telegram Ne, 142. 

Partial hunger strike at 24 hours on 
"Runnymede Park" to-day, Exaggerated reperts 
given te the press by Jewish Agency which have 
been denied by Ashcroft, Three disembarkations 
yesterday, nene te-day. 

[Copy sent to Middle Kast Secretariat |. 


Jt Ac 6, Apo 
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Eee | aw oi roth : 


tw 


Cypher/OTP 
OM MARSBILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Mr'e hay 
Noe 1 De 7-00 peme August 19th, 1947. 
August 19th, 1347. Re QGel5 peme August 19th, 1047. 


Repeated to Paris 


TMMEDIATE 
SECRET 
Illegal Jewish immigration, 


My telegram No. 145. 


A hunger strike was staged on three ships yesterday 


but passengers consumed private food stocks and have 
resumed normal attendance for meals to-day. Passengers 


in “Empire Rival" are more difficult than in the other 
lead to the necessity 


two sh and strained tempers may 
of disciplinary action. o disembarkations to-day. 


[Copy sent to Middle Last Secretariat] 
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MOST IMMEDIATE 
“TOP SECRET 


Telegram. 


| 3, Your telegram No. 142 [of August 18th: 
1 (a | 7 ans tae 


Jewish illegal immigration]. 


Repeat to :— orate iio—mbessator—rt Paria, I shall be glad 
S6S : ; 
if you will adopt the following timing in 
regard to a final announcement of destination 
to the illegal immigrants:- 


(a) Announcement on the lines 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


suggested by you to be made by 0.C. Troops 
in your presence. I agree that the 


French Government should be pressed to act 


391330 080934 D1TeNd 3HL JO LHDIYAdOD 


as suggested in paragraph 3 of Paris 


telegram No. 817, but they should not be 
“ft an howl 
informed of decisionjJbefrore time of 


general release, ewdiegashendiistiimiiemamliages 
They should then be urged. to send their 
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representative on board as soon as possible. 


Distribution :— 
As regards representative of Jewish Agency, 


Cabinet 
see (c) below. 


(b) Announcement to be made on board 
the transports at ll a.m. B.S.T. on | 


August 2lst. Press will be informed 


Gp 620 


. , a 
Copies to :—¥" tT simltaneously in London. (us 
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vege bow : ae 373-1136 ¢ L_ir 
tnkox petrat vow ko be) « Such—parts as appea 
| hun AM (c) Acting head of 


Wecesiam wages 


(13556) W%g3607-140 100m 3/47 G.SSt. 


on August ee and told 


Wen, ass Atance wm OW 
ieir 


representative to go to Port de Bouc in order 
to persuade the illegal immigrants to land. 
(d) If disembarkation is not proceeding 


the 
transports should +nen leave Port de Bouc of | fy 


for Gibraltar. Illegal immigrants will thus 


2. You 
tp detaes 
WIM OC.Troops. ank. ° 
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[This telegram is of perticular secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on. ] 


Top Secret. 
CYPHER /OTP CABINET DISTRIBUL LION 


BONER OR 


No, 123. 
D: 9,30 Dem. 19th August, 194.7 
19th .ugust, 1947. 
Repeated to: Peris No. 1868, a. 
Gommander~in-Chief cite =e 
Jerusalen, 
Washingten,No. 8437, } Impor tant. 
Berlin No. 2414 ) 
930 @2o Gee 
MOST TMMEDIATS 
TOP SECRET 
Your telecrem No. 142 [ef August 18th: Jewish illegal 
immicre tion]. 
I shell be glad if you will adopt the following timing 
jn regard to & final announcement ef destination to the 
illegal immigrants:- 
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(a) Announcement en the lines sugvested by you te be 


made by 0.C,. Troops in your presence. i agree that the 
Trench Gevernment should be pressed to act as suggested in 
paragraph 3 of Paris tslecram No, 817, vut they should 

not be infermed of decision until half en hour before 

time of generel release. They sheuld then be urged to 
send their representa tive on beard aS SOON as pessible. 

hs regards representative ef Jewish Agency, see (c) below. 


(b) Announcement te be made on board the transports 
at 11 aem. B.S.T. on August Sst, Please arrange for inter- 
retation te be made in all necessary languages. Press — 
will be infermed simultaneously in Lenden. 


(c) Acting head ef Jewish Agency offices in Lenden 
and Jerusalem will be askea te cull at 10.30 a.m. on 
st 2ist and teld that every assistance in our Deeer 


Aug 
wil be given te enable their representa tive to 20 te 
Pert de Beuc in erder to persuade the illegal immigrants 


te land. 
(da) If disembarke tien is not preceeding the transper ts 
ec at 11 pemB.5.0. en August 22nd 


sheuld leave Pert de Beu 
for Gibraltar, Illegal immigrants will thus have 36 heurs 


to think the matter over. | 
2, Youmay use your aiscretien in regard to details ef 
victualling in consultation with O,.C,Treeps and Naval 


Commander. 
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& (This telegram is of particular se 
a not passed on]. 


retained by the authorised recipient an 
Top Secret | 
Teele, CABINET DISTRIBUTION 


Eyes f¢® FROM FOREIGN OFFICE 10 PARIS 
——-No.1.869 De 9640 pelle 19th August, 1947 


19th August, 1947 
Repeated to Marseilles No.124. 


OPP PPP OF 


TMVEDIATE 
My telegran Nowl25, to Marseilles: 
Jewish illegal immigration]. -_ 


ov will communicate to the 
Government's decision 
qué at 10e50 Acie 

as suggested 


[of August 19th: 


I shall be grateful if y 
French Government, His Majesty's 
and the text of the British communi 
B.S.T. on August Plst and press themto act 


in your telegram Noe817- 


| :auasafay E 
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9, I regret that it is not possible to give the 
French Governnent longer advance notice but it is of the 
re should be no leakage -.. 


nighest importance that there s 
enabling Zionists to take further steps to influence the 
Jews against disembarking before the announcement is 


made to theme 
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DEPARTHENTAL NO. 2. 


MARSEILLES. 


20th August 1947, De 4.27 pel. 20th August 1947. 


Repeated to Paris No. 1880 | ) - 
vashington Ne. 8473 ) 
Berlin No. 24380 MOST 
Jerusalem | ) IMMEDIATE. 
Commander-in-Chief ijediterranean 


VvY 
MOST IMI DI.TR. 
DECREE T. 


ily telegram Ne. 125 [ef August 19th: Jewish 
ilicgal inmigratien]. 


You will have seen frem amendment te Cemauniqué 
that time ef sailing has been put ferward te 6 pem. 
B.S.T. August 22nd. Reason is that it has been 
suggested here that there weuld be outcry if Jews 
were sent off en the Jewish Sabbath, which starts at 
sundewn en Friday. Please smend my instructions 
accerdingly. 


Ze I trust the amended heur will be cenvenient 
lecally. Please keep Officer Commanding Treeps 
and Naval Commander informed. 
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Next Paper 


/IMK | 
No........-f- L5.. 
(112/ 


Elis Majesty’s AGXbQ36X06X presents his compliments to 
His Majesty’s Principal Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs 
and has the honour to transmit herewith copL€S of the under- 
mentioned paper. | | 


BriTisH EMBASSY, 
CAIRO. 
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Pa 
Reference to previous communicatjon : 


Your Printed Despatch No. 508 of 25th 
July ; 1947 Py 


Description of Enclosure. 


Name, Date, etc. | Subject. 


FROM: British Consulate-— Captdn Lazar 
General, CHODOROV, and 


Alexandria. the s.s. "Lee Sang". 
Enclosures to 

Compliment. 

Slip No. 

32/10/2 

of 30.7.47. 
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668L5 


(21106) Wt.85738/807 5,000 4/42 A.& E.W.Ltd. Gp.685 


ARATE fae 


7 As received under Compliment Slip from , 
— British Consulate General, Alexandria, No. ia 
32/10/2 of 30th July, 1947.. | 


COPY/JMK 


32/10/2 — 


From: H.M. Consul General, Alexandria. 


To: Staff Officer (Intelligence) Levant & Eastern 
Mediterranean- 


Date: 30th July, 1947. 


With reference to your letter 0.8. 43/223/47 of - 
the 28th June regarding the s.s. “Lee Sang" I have, 


in the absence of Trattles, failed to make out 


exactly what £8 his relationship with Edde of Beirut. [| 
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The ship is. apparently to operate for some 
while now in the Red Sea, where she should be away 
from risk of this Jewish trade. 


NOONOT 


Chodorov, the Master, originally told me _ 
that he was well known to Mr. Brett at Suez and I 
therefore attach copy of a note Mr. Brett has 
made out. | | 
I am sending a copy of this letter to the 
Embassy at Cairo. | 


(Sgd) C.H. SUMMERHAYES. 
H.M. CONSUL GENERAL. 


Captain Chodorov was formerly employed as 4 Mate on 
one of the Anglo-Saxon Petroleum Vo. vessels on the Suez—- 
Red Sea Oilfields run. He enjoyed a good reputation as 
a seaman and I always heard that he was honest. Early in the 
war, as promotion was slow, he left the Anglo-Saxon 
Petroleum Co. and served on various ships in the Suez area 
and on the Red Sea run. He was for a time Chief Officer 
of the "SANG". When Massaua fell he went as an emplo ee of 
the M.W.T. to take charge of the ex-German vessel LIEBENFELS" 
which had been raised by the “mericans. Under very 
difficult conditions he took the vessel under her own steam 
to Haifa for a refit and then took her to the United 
Kingdom. This latter part of the trip for the account 
of the BeI. Co. On his arrival in the United Kingdom 
‘the BI. Go. put their own crew aboard and Captain Chocorov 
was repatriated to the Middle East. J am not very sure of 
his movements after this, but I know he was for a4 time 


on the "STAR OF MEX" before going to the "LEE SANG" as “aster. 


‘As Captain Chodorov was in the Suez area for a considerable | 
period of time, 1 got to know him fairly well, especially 
over the "LIEBENFELS" job which he handled extremely well. 
From odd conversations I have had with him, it appears that 
he was brought up for many years in Russia where his father 
had sent the family owing to the difficulties Jews had 
to contend with in Poland. I believe he still has a brother, 
es doctor, in Russia. As a young man he became a Zionist 
pioneer and went to Palestine. He married a Jewess of 
Russian stock but born in Palestine. Being a seaman at 
heart he soon tired of the life on the commynal farm where 
he first went, and returned to sea. I don t know the names of 
the ships on which he served at that time but I do know he 
was at Cdynia when wer broke out in 1959. He was on a vessel 
teking cargo for the Mediterranean. 
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I believe him to be a clever business man but one who 
would not get into unncessary trouble to earn a few extra 
pounds. He believes in Palestine for the Jews but he 
believes in building up on a sound basis and I have heard 
him express the hope that the Palestine merchant marine 
fleet could be built up into a good regular fleet on 
“YK. lines. If he still holds this view then I would rule 


out illegal immigration. 
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CoLoniaAL OFFICE, | 


Downina Street, S.W.1. 


1uth August, 197. 


Ap dean Tams) 

Since our talk the other day about the Jews from 
the President Warfield, now at Port de Bouc, both 
Duff Cooper and the Consul-Genéral, Marseilles, have 
reported that they see no signs of a break in the present 
deadlock, and that although these people have been on 
board the transports off the French coast for nearly three 
weeks, their determination to stay put remains unshaken, 
So far only some 120, most of them invalids, have decided 
to accept the French offer of hospitality, and there have 
been no disembarkations in the last few days. | 


It seems clear that the only way of ending the 
present intolerable situation is to announce as soon as 
possible our decision to send these Jews to a definite 
destination which should be such as to make the prospect 
of landing in France preferable to this alternative. 


| There are two cogent practical reasons for 
ending the deadlock as soon as possible. AS you are aware, 
there has already been difficulty with the crew of one of 
the transports whose articles expired a few days ALO. 
[I now learn that the men have agreed to the extension of 
their agreements until the 2th August, but if the ships 
have not moved from Port de Bouc by then, it will be 
necessary to send a ffesh crew from this: country. I 
understand too that there may also be difficulty with the 
troops on board the ships, as their discipline, hitherto 
admirable, may become affected since some are due shortly 
for discharge or leave. : 


I am coneerned too at the continued absence of 
the large transports from Palestine. These ships could 
not be back on station in less than four weeks from the 
date of sailing from Port de Bouc. There are seven 
Lllegal immigrant ships with a capacity of 5,700 which 
could sail for Palestine in the near future. The situation 
would be most difficult if several ships were to arrive: 


together, 


The Rt.Hon.Brnest Revin, MP, 
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together, and there could, of course, be no question of 
a refoulement operation while the transports were away. 
Since ships e:sployed on this work must, for security 
reasons, be properly fitted out, it would take at least 
six weeks for additional ships to be made ready, even 
if they could be provided by the Ministry of Transport, 
who are already extremely hard pressed for ships to 
meet existing commitments. 


I: have explored most thoroughly the possibility 
of sending the Jews to British controlled territories. 
So that you may appreciate my efforts in this regard I Met . 
attach a note to this letter shewing the results of my | e Le 
inquiries. You will see that there is no prospect of 
receiving more than a few hundred in the Colonies in qeackicl 


A. 
the immediate future and that accommodation, supply and E+ Manh. 
Shipping arrangements would even then make eventual 


reception a matter of great difficulty. In all the 
circumstances, it seems inevitable that if the French 
Government will not be more co-operative, Germany alone 
can-receive them. What feeling of distress attends 

these people should this solution be necessary is entirely 


their own responsibility. 


I therefore suggest that a decision should now 
be taken that these people should be told that unless 
they disembark at Port de Bouc within some specified 
period they will at the end of it be taken on by sea to 
Germany. The Jewish Agency should, I suggest, be told 
of this decision and their co-operation invited in the 


interests of their people. 
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The French Government also should be told and 
asked to keep open their offer of hospitality so that 
any of these people who wished to do so could enter 
France by way of the British done. 


I regret bothering you about this on your 
holiday. 


I an sending copies of this letter to 
Alexander, Barnes, Bellenger, Chuter Ede and Hall. 
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[This telegram is of partioular secrecy and should be %Q 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on] 


[The text of this telegram must first be paraphrased if 
icommunicated to persons outside British Government 
gervice or if transmitted in a cypher system other 


than 0, T. Po! i . 11 


BINET DISTRIBUTION ay 


FROM LUBBECKE TO CONFOLK LONDON 
(From Office of Political Adviser to Commander-in~Chief 
Germany 


Noe 10494 COG BASIC D. 6.20 pem. August i8th,1947. 


August 18th,1947. Re 9615 Deme August 18th,1947. 
(Via Norfolk House) 


Repeated to Bercomb Berlin 
sssss 


TOP SECRET 


From Commender-in-Chief. 
Your Basic 35015 of August iSth, 1947. 
Further to my tele phone conversation yesterday with 


Mr. Maurice Dean, if there is final failure to secure 
disembarkation in France, then we can ~ albeit unwillingly - 


accommodate these Jews in the British zone. They wil 
obably in 


be concentrated in one or two refugee camps 
the north initially under military guard during screening. 
Neither the American nor the Germans are likely to react 


to this ?avourably however. 


9. I would like your confirmation on the following 
points as a matter of urgency that 


(2) only one ship the ex "President Warfield" 
will transport these refugees. 


(db) A naval escort will be provided. 


(c) We may use military force, if necessary, to 
effect disembarkation at Hamburg. 


Please also signal 


(y) estimated breakdown by sexes to show 
children separately. 


(z) Estimated percentage of sick. 


4. TI am pleased to note that every effort will 
continue to be made to persuade these Jews to land in 


Francee Also that you intend subse quente to presé the 
French to accept them back by train from the British 
zonee If both these fail there is at least this to be 
ut to the credit side = the probability that_the present 
Pilegal traffic across Germany en route to Palestine will 


be much discouraged. 
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VA 
371 / 8182 


n-Chief. Your telegram 


No. 10494 BASIC / of August 18th. Jewish 


illegal immigration_/. 


Illegal immigrants will be carried in 
three British transports of ten-thousand gross 
Repeat to :— | | . 
we registered tons each, EMPIRE RIVAL, 


OCEAN VIGOUR AND RUNNYMHDE PARK. They will 


aIuUasafay 


have naval escort. You are authorised to 


use force in carrying out disembarkation. 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Qe Numbers on arrival at Port de Bouc were 


as follows :- 


(a) “OCEAN VIGOUR" : 657 males ; 558 females; 
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(b) “RUNNYMEDE PARK" 546 males ; 
4u3 females ; 405 children. 


Cypher. (c) “EMPIRE RIVAL" : 629 males ; 
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ow 601 females ; 291 children. 
Distribution :— 
Cabinet. 


BY About 130 Jews have landed in France 


and these figures wi 
amended in the light o 
| ‘ 
Marseillesyegas cling Re 
Whe a Sark . 
I much appreciate tremepttt—in—lbickh yout 


Faacc 0 | | 
this Semekes onerous commit\ment. 


Gp 620 


' 


I should be grateful for the earliest possible 


information ( repeated to Washington, Paris ang 


. 


Jerusalem ) regarding the camps to be used 
| > and the / 


(13556) Wt. 43697-140 100m 3/47 G.S.St. 


‘NIDUVWW SIH. NI N&LLIVUM 43d 


. 


or the International Red Cross in 


° 


and the conditions in which the Jews will 


It would be valuable 


ist. the co-operation of the 
Sent to concentration camps. 


- Re Oo 


if we could enl 


. 


will undoubtedly have a great number of 
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denying the likely allegations that the 


critical @nquiries. 
Jews sre being 


I 


Yb | 
CYPHER 
(Paraphrasing 


ed z= 
| "4 OUTWARD TELEGRAM 


(This telegram is of particular. secrecy and should be 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed en) 


TRG FOR IGN OFFICE (GERMAN SECTION) TO LUessCkKh 
TO! SBCREL 


No 33541 sasic | 

[0th ,usust 1947 MOST Tt DInTE - 

Repeated; Berlin No 9950 2D eoth August 1947 
Basic 

Marseilles 

pars 


For Commander-io-Chiel, | 
 _- Your tele grain N9 10494 SIC (of ota sugust. 
Jewish illegal immigration). 
Tllegal immigrants will pe carried 1 three British 
transports of Letethousaud gross registered bois eacd, EMPIRE 
RIV.L, OCBaN VIGOUR and RUNAYEEOE vakh. ‘Taey will dave navel 
escort. You are authorised to use force in Carryluy out 
disembarkatlon, 
Numbers on afrival at Port de bouc wore as Toilows:— 

(a) QUOTE OCEAN VIGOUR UNGUOTE: 697 males; 558 females; 
209 children.  — _ oe 7 

(D) QUOTE RUKI-YMEDE Ps. Rs UN UOTE: 546 sales; 443 Temales; 
402 children. ; | _ eee 

(c) QUOTE EMPIRE RiVau UNQUOTE: 629 males; 601 females; 
e291 children, | 

Se spout 130 Jé.s fave landed in France and tnese 

figures will nave to be amenaea 10 the light of this fact 

ana of information frou iiarseliles regarains the number of 

Jews woo actually sail. 
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4. { much appreciate your accestance of tnis 9nerys 
commitment. I should be grateful Yor tue earliest pissible 
information (reseated to Washington Paris anc Je ruse ler) 
regarding the camps to be used and the conoitions in whicn: 
Lne Jews will be lodged, about which we and our Missions will 
un jdoubtedly have a opcal quaber of critical enquiries. ie 
“91d be valuable if we could enlist the coe ou6 ration of the 
i.2.0, or the International Red Cross in denying the like.y 
silegations that the Jews are bene. -senl: co coneentration 


os 
LA 


Che PEN on “4 
Ge wl 4 ..'@ 


C/217 Originator: $6, i/e Com: vs Woln:, Strect. 
nEhi/itee  DLStPLDUCLon: brecoged by vowd.os Street. 
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(Print.) 
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DEVART:ENTAL Now c ae ee oe _ 
FROM GENOA TO FOREIGN OFFICE ee ee ee re .. 


His Majesty's Consul General OD. 8.30 p.m, 18th 4A t 
J Jy S IU Delle orth 


No. 98 ; : 
amen Sears eee 47 a Bae 7 


Repeated to Rome Saving | oc CE 
L747 oe | | Cr 
Th EDIATE se ye ee | 
on cae jg SS 


Your telegram No. 59, | he eas —— | 


; Source of information contained in my telegrams 
Nos. 25 and 26 now gives f6l'‘owing version of his inter- 
views with Potamianos which latter did not reveal to 

me stating only that he had been approached on one 
occasion by a Greek captain whose suggestion that the 


vessel could be sold to the Jews at a good price he 
turned down without discussion. 


8. Source states that he visited the ship in 


May and put the above suggestion to Potamianos in the 
presence of other members of the crew and that Potamianos 


showed annoyance at the matter being discussed in the 
resence of third parties. Source and Potamianos later 
iscussed the suggestion privately and in due course 

Source put Potamianos in touch with Dandria. Dandria 

and Potamianos signed preliminary agreement at Hotel 

Columbia Genoa for purchase of vessel by the former 
for 80,000 pounds but negotiations later were h ld up 
through Potamianos’insistence on being paid the whole 
sum to enable him to pay of debts on Ships whereas (ee ae | 
Dandria wanted debts to be paid first. ource was to ee ee 
receive £1000 from both parties for his services. ee ae 
Source does not know how the matter now stands >ut insists 

on veracity of his version and states that although 

Potamianos may pretend not to know his name which is 

what Fotamianos told me in describing the Greek captain 

mentioned in paragraph 1, both know each cther quite well te ye 

and saw each other a few days ago. Source excludes ae Se fee 
Gasparinatos having anything to do with the above a. ed 

negotations which Potamianos apparently carried on without ee ee | | 


the foruers' knowledge. een: | 


391430 080934 D178Nd 3HL 40 LHDIYAdOD 


NOONO7 


5 ” 


Registry 
| No. £ %GAY/48/6 
| Fep-Secret. 
Seeret~ — 
Confidential. 
| Resizisted. 
| open 
Draft. 


(> ENOA | 


Telegram. 


IN THIS MARGIN. | 


Riek  GASAARINA KOS Kowa “f 
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Copan will,  POTAMIAIOS 5 
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Confidential | 


Cypher/OTP | DEPARTMENTAL No: 4 


No; 60 
20th August 1947 D, 11.50,a.m.21st August 1947 


Repeated to Rome No; 256 Saving 
As Xs Xs 
CONFIDENTIAL 


Your telegram No: 38 [of 18th August: suspect 
ship "Kera"}, 


Gasparinatos and Potamianos were interviewed 
here gies In view of removal of between decks reperted 
in your telegram No: 57, it has been decided te release 
vessel on following conditions, to which Gasparinates has 


agreed; 
(a) He sheuld sever connexion with Potamianes; 


| (b) He sheuld let us knew which firm of 
shipping agents will manage ship fer hin, 


(c) He should seek our approval befere 
selling ship, 


2, As seen as Censtant and Censtant confirm 
Laat dela ef attorney granted by Gasparinates to 
Potamianes has been revoked, we will autherise them te 
expedite release of ship frem arrest. : 


5. We should, hewever, still be glad ef repert 
suggested in your telegram Ne: 37 (paragraph 5) when 
vessel finslly sails, | 


Last Paper. (Minutes.) 
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Wext Paper. 


Lit. Kay 
Noe 1 De 2655 peme August 19th,1947. 
August 19th,1947. Re 5elO Dee August 19th, 19476 


Repeated to Paris 


: : 
st 4 


IMMEDIATE 
TOP SECRET 


Tllegal Jewish Immigration. 


ieee 0 me ae 


uy telegram iio. 142. 


0.C. Troops considers that announcement should 
be made to five or six Jewish leaders on each transport 
(one from each hold) for dissemination anongst 
imnigrantse 


2. 1 agree with this proposal since it will 
avoid hysteria occasioned by announcement made on 
arrival of transports. 


3. You may however wish to consider supplement- 
ing this by distribution of leaflets to all immigrants 
or having announcement made as before direct to all 
passengers. This would avoid danger of misrepresentation 


py Jewish leaders. 


Of 
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AUG ) BRETISH LEGATION , 
STOCKHOLM. 


No. 222 8th August , 191.7. 
54/ 112/47 " 


7 


: zp “ i | pt s ‘ 
Sir, 


With reference to my despatch No.190 of July 9th transmitting to 
you the copy of a note I addressed on your instructions to the 
Swedish Minister for Foreign Affairs on the subject of illegal 
immigration into Palestine, 1 have the honour to transmit to you 
herewith some observations made by the Swedish Ministry of Commerce. 


®2. This document is drawn up in English and it is reasonably 

to understand what is meant, although the last sentence of the 
memorandum might be misunderstood in English unless the reader were 
acquainted with Swedish constructions. When the drafter says "is the 
proper controlling authority satisfied" he means "if the proper 


controlling authority is satisfied". 


easy 


3. When this document was handed over to me by the official who 
is acting for the Head of the Legal Section, he said that it was not 
to be considered as a final answer to my note enclosed in the despatch 
referred to above. It was merely the observations of one Swedish 
Government Department and the Ministry of Foreign Affairs might wish 
to modify these ideas in any final reply. The "Board of Trade‘s" | 
jdeas are inclined to be non-co-operative and the memorandum spends 
more time on pointing out how difficult it is to do anything than in 
suggesting what might possibly be done. As regards the excuses put 
forward for the lack of Swedish action in the case of the Ulua, I 
consider that they are rather weak. If the vessel was not a passanger 
ship it should not have been allowed to sail with more than 12 
passengers. If it were a4 passenger ship it should have been judged 
according to the regulations in force for such ships. Also the 
excuses that nothing was done because the vessel was to make only the 
comparatively short voyage to a French channel port are particularly 
weak in view of the fact that the Swedish authorities were told in 
plenty of time that we did not consider the Cuban visas of the Jews 
as valid, that we did not believe that the ship would turn round at 
Le Havre, and that everything pointed to its use as an illegal 
immigrant ship. It suited the Swedish authorities better to believe — 
the Jewish assertions than those of H.M. Legation because if they had 
accepted our statements they would have been practically forced to 


take some action. 
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4h. In the meantime various Jewish Zionist organisations have 
been holding protest meetings against British policy in regard to 
immigration and speak of the barbaric way in which the British 
authorities are driving the Jews away from Palestine. This does not; 
seem to have had very much effect, however, although the influential} 
members of the Jewish community here took great care to see that thi 
accusation had a reasonably wide circulation in the press. The 
hanging of the two British sergeants by Irgun Zvai Leumi has done the 
Jewish cause here a great deal of harm, and several papers have 


expressed/ 


The Right Honourable 
Ernest Bevin, P.C., MoP., 
etCes, etCes etCes 


expressed disgust at this behaviour. The Liberal "stockholms 
Tidningen" calls the murderers "the enemies of Jewry". Sympathy 
for the Zionists is diminishing and there is a growing under- 
standing of British difficulties in the Palestine question. 


IT have the honour to bey 
with the highest respect, 
Sir, 


Your most obedient humble Servant, 
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Royal Swedish 
Ministry for Foreign Affairs 


The Board of Trade wishes, in the first place, to point out 
that the survey contained in the communication of the British 
Legation of the Swedish laws and regulations regarding the 
control and supervision of vessels, on the part of the Board of 
Trade only gives rise to the following observations. 


The principal Swedish rule on the subject, which is laid 
down in paragraph 24 of the Law of the l6th October, 1914, 
concerning the Control of Ships ("Ships” Inspection Act") states 
that, if a ship is found to show such defects in various respects 
as specified in the paragraph, "that a voyage may reasonably be 
assumed to involve danger of life to those on board, the proper 
Controlling Authority may, to any extent required, prohibit the 
use of the ship until such deficiencies have been removed". 
According to the opinion of the Board of Trade, the expression 
"endangering the lives" used in the British note is a translation 
not fully equivalent to the Swedish wording "skaligen kan 
antagas fdéranleda livsfara fér dem, som &4ro ombord". 


u 


4... ay 
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To the knowledge of the Board of Trade only one vessel used 
for the purpose of transporting illegal immigrants to Palestine 
has so far departed from Sweden. When departing from a Swedish 
port this ship was, however, not bound for Pal::stine but for Le 
Havre. The vessel was an ordinary cargo ship named "The Ulua", 
of Lasiba, Honduras. On the examination made by the proper 
Inspector of Ships prior to the departure of this vessel, it was 
ascertained that not being a passenger ship the vessel was 
considered fully seaworthy and not loaded up more than permitted 
in the Convention Respecting Load Lines. However, the valid 
provisions relating to passenger ships employed in the trade now 
referred to, were not complied with, but the deviations were on 
the occasion of the examination not considered to be of such a 
kind or of such an extent as to enable the Atthorities to forbid 
the vessel to sail. According to paragraph 24 of the Ships’ 
Inspection Act such a prohibition can obviously only be issued 
if the deficiencies may reasonably be assumed to involve danger 
of life to those on board. This did not appear to be the case in 
respect of the "Ulua" on account of the fact that the vessel was 
to make only the comparatively short voyage to the French Channel 


port. 
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Concerning the two Conventions referred to in the British 
note the following facts may be pointed out. 


According to the Convention Respecting Load Lines the 
proper authority of a ship’s home country or, at the request of 
the said authority, a foreign authority assigns certain load 
lines up to which the ship may be loaded at various times of the 


year and within different geographical zones. 


The assignment of these load lines is made in compliance 
with the provisions of the Convention but also in consideration 
of the fact that, by the stipulations of the Convention, the 
proper authority has the right to grant certain exemptions or 
deviations which the said authority éeems reasonable or 
appropriate regarding vessels, the kee ls of which were laid 
before July lst, 1932, i.e. "existing ships". It seems obvious 
that a moderate loading below these assigned load lines cannot 


simply/ 


Simply be considered to involve such reasonable ground for 
endangering life as may justify prohibition of the use of the 
vessel. In case the overloading of a vessel (Swedish or 
foreign) is so considerable that cause for danger of life 
reasonably may be assumed to exist, prohibition to sail is 
issued in virtue of paragraph 24 of the Ships” Inspection 
Act. Further stipulations regarding the insnection of 
foreign vessels, founded on the Convention Respecting Load 
Lines, are to be found in paragraph 29 clause 2 of the 
Ordinance of the 3lst December, 1914, with special 
Regulations concerning the Control of Ships (Ships’ Inspection 
Ordinance). 


The Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea is 
applicable to passenger ships only as far as the paragraphs 
now in view are concerned. The proper authority of the home 
country of the vessel has a comparatively extensive right to 
make exemptions from the stipulationse in relation to the so- 
called "existing vessels", which category, according to this 
Convention, comprize passenger ships, the keels of which 
were laid before July lst, 1931. The Swedish Controlling 
Authorities supervise, as far as possible, also foreign 
vessels to the extent prescribed in paragraph 29 clause 1 of 
the Ships” Inspection Ordinance. Should the authority thereby 
find that a foreign vessel is showing defects of such a kind 
and of such an extent that a voyage may reasonably be assumed 


to involve danger of life to those on board, prohibition to 
sail will be issued in virtue of paragraph 24 of the Ships 
Inspection Act. 


According to the opinion of the Board of Trade the 
obligations assumed by Sweden in compliance with article l of 
the two Conventions would in the first place apply to the 
inspection of vessels belonging to the countries which adhere 
to these Conventions. However, this undertaking would hardly 
imply an obligation to apply the regulations of these 
Conventions to vessels from countries which have not ratified 
the Conventions. The principal stipulation referred to above, 
i.e. parazrgh 24 of the Ships” Inspection Act is yet 
applicable without any restriction. 


As will be seen from the above, a Swedish controlling 
authority is not entitled to forbid the use of a Swedish or 
foreign vessel, unless it is ascertained that the pending 
voyage of the vessel in question may reasonably be assumed to 
involve danger of life to those on board. Is the proper 
controlling authority satisfied that no such cause to danger 
of life prevails, the authority thus by virtue of the laws 
and regulations now in force in Sweden, does not seem to 
possess the right fo forbid the vessel to sail. 


Stockholm the 6th August 
1947. 
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Saenger a es : 
Last Paper (Minutes) : 


ae , 00 In accordance with Sir Orme Sergent's ruling 
. in the winute within, I stated at the official 
References Comiittee on Illeszal Imuaigration yesterday that we 

wisheddto make’it clear that, should it be necessary 
to find accomnodation for illegal imnigrants as the 
result of further unsuccessful attempts at 
refoulement, the Foreign Office could not agree to 
call upon the British Zone in Germany again. It 


would be the turn of the Colonial Office to find 


a suitable place in British colonial territory. 
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26 We had better go on record in writing to the 
same effect and I accordingly submit a draft letter 
from Sir Orme Sargent to Sir T. Lloyd of the 
Colonial Office. 

(How disposed of) 36 Mr Deans* final point has been taken care of. 
Mr Duff Cooper has today reyuested the French 
Government to accept back into France via the - 
British Zone in Germany the 4,500 Jews now on their 
way to Hamburg. A short comaunique is being given 
to the press today in London and Paris. 


(J. G SS Beith. ) 


23rd August, 194/.- 
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I have been speaking to the Commander-—in- 
Chief in Germany by telephone/with reference to 
Foreign Office telegram No. 2385 of August 16th 
about Jews ex the President Warfield. The C.-—in-G 
has agreed with good grace that this particular 
party should come to Germany, but he very much 
hopes that this will be the last occasion 
on which he is asked to take into Germany 
contingents of refugees. 


I suggest that it is important that we should 
do ouk utmost to ensure that similar requests 
are not made to the C.-in-C. in future and that 
the stay of the Jews from the President Warfield 
in Germany is as short as possible. With these 
objects, I suggest that the Colonial Office should 
be asked now to consider what they are going to 
do with any future contingent of Jews who may 
be stopped from entering Palestine so that we may 
not next time be faced with the plea made by the 
Colonial Office on this occasion that they had 
no time to prepare accommodation in colonial 
territory. I also recommend that at the proper 
moment we should be prepared to exert the 
maximum pressure on the French Government in 
order to make sure that they will accept the 
trains carrying President Warfield refugees, if 
these are sent from Germany. 


LO th August, L9L7. 
Sir Orme Sargent. 
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J.G.S.B. —paeuret , 19,7. 
SSephe _ 


geod_geace the onerous commitment involved 


Registry 
No. E. 2 TOME SG. 


Sir/thomas Lloyd,| in accommodating the ly 4500 Jewish illegal 


Colonial Office. immigrants from Port de Bouc, in spite of 


(From Sir Orme the fact that he had been told that he would 


Sargent ). 
not be required to take any more refugees 


in iW a Zone wale f Jd acer 


The 
: yt ngs 4 boamod 
Ceabssuinsit liclirn esfrcass slot think I should 
| TE ee we could oye tn 
i/ 
any Putte “Lee. of refoulement “which ran 
into ditfiealties, agree to saddle Sholto 


Nene Ge a further commitment of this 


kind. ‘<i understand that the Official 


Committee on Illegal Inmigration to 
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Palestine will shortly consider what should 
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suggest that we shall have to establish 
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in future cases:- 


| (a) that the country receiving back tle 
Copy to7- ‘ | : 
pile,.tfet illegal immigrants agrees in 
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Admiralty. 
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advance to use the necessary force 


that we know in advance where we 
shall send the illegal immigrants 
| if anything should go wrong with 
Bt A their rece. tion in the country 
Ke ea ° to which they are to be returned. 
| wn | 


Com wih he 
Re Burk 2 | Ang at the Admiralty, Speer at the 


| per cnn Aan~A War Office and inealon at the Ministry 


I am sending copies of this letter to 


of Transport. 


3148 Wt. 26469/137 100m 9/46 (51) F.&S. 


2nd September, 1947. 


The Commendef-in-Chief in Germany hus aseepted the 
onerous commitment involved in acecomuodating the 4,500 
Jewish illegal imaigrents from Port de Boue, in spite 
of the fact that he had been told that he would not be 
required to take any more refugees in the British Gone. 


In view, nowere dar the Weby "as rricul ties with 
which our administration in Germany is faced, I think 
I should reeord our view that we could aot in eny future 
ease of "refoulemeht"™) whic} ran into trouble, agree to 
. addle Sholto Dotglas’ vith-a further commitment of this 
inde a = rf 


\ 
AS I anderstend that the Official Committee on 
Illegel Inmigration to Palestine will shortly consider 
what should be our future policy on "refoulement", | 
I suggest that we shall have to catablish in future casesi- 
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(a) that the country receiving back the illegal immigrants 
agrees in advance to use the necessary force to ensure 


disembarkation; 


NOONOT 


(b) that we know in advance where we Shall send the 
dllegeal immigrants if anything should go Wrong «ith 
their reception in the country to Which they are to 


be returned. But in thet esse their destination 
could not be the British eomes of Germany and Austria, 


I 


Soeloniai Offices 


4 3 
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? 


I aa sending copies of tii letter to Lang et the 
Aaniralty, Speed at the War Office and Weston at the 
Ministry of Transporte — | 
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Following document(s\. retained in the 


Department of origin under Section 3 (4) 


of the Public Records Act, 1958 
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Minutes. 


| ‘Bastern Department. 


We have been going into > Yblbead ie de 


what Count Sforza is likely to raise ifche comes 
‘over to this country as a guest of H.M.G. in © 


July. It seems unlikely that he will raise the. 
question of illegal immigration himself, but | 
you may think that it would be: desirable for us. 
to haise it with him, if at the time this is still 
a very live question with the Italian Government. 
on which we wish to press Count Sforza if the- 


opportunity arises. — 

If you think that this snenien should ‘be 
raised and submitted to the Secretary of State. 
as one of the points we do wish to raise, I should 
pe very grateful if you could let me have a , 


prief note for incorporation in any brief. which | 
may be prepared here for the Secretary of State’ S 


conversations with Count prOuZe 


P, ae ae aeowno: 
16th Tune, 1947. 
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LE 
TISH EMBASSY, —_—i| | | 


WASHINGTON 8, D. C. 
13th August 1947 


Dear Department, 


Will you please refer to your letter 
E 6155/48/31 of 7th August about receiving back 
trainloads of displaced persons which might 
illegally cross from the British Zone to the 


French Zone in Germany. 


Ze We have discovered that the delay in 

the State Department's reply to Balfour's letter 

to Acheson of May 26th is due to the fact that 

they have completely mislaid it. Mr. George Warren, 
who is the State Department's expert on refugees 
and displaced persons, has therefore asked us to 
let him have a copy of that letter, and has 
promised early action upon it. In sending it 

to him we will incorporate the points made in 

your letter under reference. 


Yours ever, 
‘CHANCERY 


$- 
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Eastern Department, 
Foreign Office 
London, S.Wel. 


AbO& 
dated 2:1 Aup 
Kebow2c AR Aup | 
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S) Ao eserp nw vu US. fy . 
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{Afinutes.) 


The illegal imnigrants are due to sail at 
6.0 p-m B.S.T. this evening, if they do not in the 
meanwhile decide to disembark in France. It appears 
in the latest report from Marseilles that few if any 


will disembark. 


2. It will be seen from the minutes on eT 
and our telegram No. 8281 to Washington on that 

paper that we have taken fully into account the 
probable reaction of United States opinion to the 
removal of these illegal immigrants to the British 
Zone of Germany. The decision to do so was taken by 
the Secretary of State in line with the views of 

the official Committee on Illegal Immigration and 

the Ministerial Committee on the subject. Nothing 

in the present telegram from Washington appears to 
justify altering that decision. The State Department 
have only told us what we knew and Imve refrained 
from making formal representations. The announcement 
of our proposed action will in any case have caused 

a certain amount of unfavourable publicity in the 
United States this morning and we should get the 
worse of both worlds if, having mude our announcement, 


we now anended it. 


3. Nevertheless we should perhaps reply to the 
Washington telegram and I submit a draft which may 


give them some further uRUn DEED: 


6 QS 


( J. G. Ss. Beith. ) 


22nd August, 1947. 
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Evyna]ye/e | 
Cypher/OTP DEPARTUENTAL NO.1 


FROM WASHINGTON TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


ir, Balfour. | 
Ne. 4608 D. 6.55 pom. 21st August, 1947 


2lst August, 1947 Ro12.15 am. 22nd August, 1947 


POP #HPPDD 


MOST IMMEDIATE 
Your telegram Ne.828l. 
Palestine. 


Ley Henderson has asked me to convey to you urgently 
following message from Mr. Levett about passengers fren 
“President Warfield". | 


2 itis te the effect that although United States 
Government de net (repeat net) intend to make fornal 
representations, Levett considers that despatch of these 
people te British Zone of Germany now foreshadowed in the 
press will undeubtedly cause an explosion here. He there~ 
fore begs yeu mest earnestly to reconsider the matter 
even at this late stage and te send thea if possible te 
a destination less likely te inflame public opinion. 


5. I explained briefly the reasens which had led te 
your decision but Hendersen nevertheless urged that — 
the message be sent to you. 


[Advance cepy sent te Resident Clerk]. 


Od 
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The United States Ambassador telephoned this morning 
to say that he had received a telegram from the State. 
Department about the removal of the Jewish refugees from 
Port d@ Bouc to Germany. The telegram indicated that 
our action was causing great disturbance in the United 
States and that protests were piling up in the State 
Department. The United States Government were afraid 
that the British position in the United States might be 


seriously prejudiced. 
Secondly Mr. Douglas said that General Clay, who 


is in London, thought that our action was not strictly 
in accordance with the Bi-zonal Agreement. To this I 
demurred. 

I told Mr. Douglas that, as the ships had sailed 
from France, I did not see what possibility there could 


be of alternative action. However, I would certainly 
have the situation examined in the light of his 


representations. 


4... ay 
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(Roger Makins) 
cord August, 1947, 


th — oe 
sy 


I propose/ 


I propose to tell the United States Ambassador 
that we had a message from the State Department 
yesterday on this question, and give him the gist of 
the reply in Washington telegram No. 8575. 

I will add that we have today asked the French 
officially to take the Jews into France from the 


British Zone on their arrival there and that this 


approach will be made public in the papers tomorrow. 


°. 


(Roger Makins) 


2oérd August, 1947. 
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| WASHINGLON. | Mes IMMEDIATE. 


% 


Your telegram No. 4608 / of August 


‘Telegram. | 
hia 21st 7 Jewish illegal immigration. 


Please inform State Department that we 


are grateful for their warning. We had 

Repeat to :7— : | | | | 

frmis g expected a considerable outery in the United 

D- yi aaa ret dP | 
ays nee States, Weber Jewish 

1004 , | propaganda. Howevery it is literally true, 


dm as stated in our communiqué, that we have 


joe f 
Co- Corunr i no other place to put Stet cophtd sheer 
Cees t at such short notice _ There oe 


; ¢. ] 
in # : . : 8 of 
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that the illegal immigrants are to be sent/to 


a camp named Belsen-Bergen owing to ‘thg 
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Distribution :— association with the Nazi camp at Bg sen. You 
Departmental Noe 24] may state that the camps in view Are 
Poppendorf and Amstaw near Lubéck. The rumours 
about Belsen are typical of/fthe way tng hoe 
illegal immigzation operdAtion is being weed by 


Cash 
Zionism aaa m-eoseties His Majesty's 


Coptes to :— | Government. 


| (P Ye AS We seg it, the problem is an interna- 


tional reste om The existing dost 


| te! Palerhing 
iiimigration quotaYofr fifteen—hundred a month 


canfot be arbitrarily altered in ths ST TCT 


(1339q, We. 43697-140 100m 3/47 G.S.St. Gp 620 


before: the United Nations. Me anwhi Xe 
organisers of the illegal immigrayYion | 
traffic, by sending shipload after shipload] . 
in to Palestine watene: are phacing onsHis 
Mejes 's Government the girect responsibi- 


lity ae? 3 obeeleiiaiel = 
' pwo 


sa 


: DEE SEATON « Great Britain, by 
opening her frosftiers throughout the period 
of Nazi péersgcution and during the early. 


years of tHe war, has done more than any 


aIuUaLafay 


other cpantry to provide hospitality for 


eas sei or eure eames ong ee 
wed fw ole Lo 


Is now being reviled - 
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ical Zionism 
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E.7742/48/G6 
SECRET 
Cy pher/OTP 


FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON = 


No, 8575 D. 6.50 pam. 22nd August, 1947 


‘22nd August, 1947 
Repeated to: Paris No. 1909 Immediate 
uuuuu4 


IMMEDIA Ts | a 
Your telegram No. 4608 [of August 21st Jewish 
illegal immigration. | oo 


Please inform State Department that we | 
are ee for their warns ng. We had expected a 
considerable outcry in the United States, as a result 
of Jewish propaganda. However, it is literally true, 


as stated in our communiqué, that we_haye no other 
lace to put'somany people at such short notice, There is 


imited room in certain areas under British control 
but mouths of preparation and great expense would be 
required before such a large number could be accommodated. 
There can therefore be no question of altering our 


decision. 


2. You should again draw attention to the fact 
that since the French Government have offered to 
receive all these Jews in France none of them are 
obliged to go to Germany. If they do so it is by 
their own choice. 
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Draft. 


My telegram No. 8575 [of August 
2ena:] Jewish illegal immigration\& 
United States Ambassador informed 


Mr. Makins on August 23rd that he had 


Pent 


Dated... 


te 


tomy 


received a telegram from the State 


Department about the removal of the 


IN THIS MARGIN. 


Jewish illegal immigrants from Port 


Cypher 
de Bouc to Germany. The telegram 


Departmental No. 2 
indicated that our action was causing 


great disturbance in the United States 
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and that protests were piling up in 


COpYy «lle the State Deoartment. United States 
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Government were afraid that the 


Op einrX British position in the United States 
fg V6 might be seriously prejudiced. Mr. 


Douglas added that General Clay, who 
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was in London, thought that our action 
was not strictly in accordance with the 
Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which Mr. Makins 


demurred. 


2. / 


[20 


later 


2e Mr. Makins(gfave the United State 
iC / Back 
Ambassador the getst of my telegram under 
reference tc you and added that we had | 
asked the French Government officially © 
to take the Jews, into France from the 
British Zone on their arrival there. 


Mr. Douglas accepted this information. 
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E7742/48/G 
SECRET 


Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO. 2 


FROM FORSIGN OFFICE TO WASHINGTON 


No. 8778 
o?’th August, 1947. D. 10,45 a.m 28th August, 1947. 


0000 


ify telegram No. 8575 {of August 22nd:] Jewish 
illegal immigration. 


United States Ambassador informed jr. Makins on 
August 23rd that he had received a telegram from the 
State Department about the removal of the Jewish 
illegal immigrants from Port de Bouc to Germany. The 
telegram indicated that our action was causing great 
disturbance in the United States and that protests 
were piling up in the State Department. United States 
Government were afraid that the British position in the 
United States might be seriously prejudiced. ii. Douglas 
added that General Clay, who was in London, thought 
that our action was not strictly in accordance with 
the BieZonal Agreement, to which Ur. llakins demurred. 
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2 Mr. ilakins later gave the United States 
Ambassador the substance of my telegram under reference 
to you and added that we had now asked the French 
Governnent officially to take the Jews into France 
from the British Zone on their arrival there. lr. Douglas 
accepted this information. 


E7742/48/G 
SECRET 
Cypher/orP/RY. - 


37th August, 1947, D. 10.45 a.m 28th August, 1947. 
0009 


ify telegram No. 8575 [of August 22nd:] Jewish 
illegal immigration. 


United States Ambassador informed :f, iiakins on 
August 23rd that he had received a telegram fron the 
State Departinent about the removal of the Jewish 
illegal inailgrants from Port de Boue to Germany. The 
telegram indicated that our action was causing great 
disturbance in the United States and that protests 
were piling up in the State Department. United States 
Governnent were afraid that the British position in the 
United States uight be seriously prejudiced. ir. Douglas 
added that General Clay, who was in don, thought 
that our action was not strictly in accordance with 
the Bi-Zonal Agreement, to which :ir. ifakins demurred. 


& 


2e ify, “Makins later gave the United states 
Ambassador the substance of my telegram under reference 
to you and added that we had now asked the French 
Governaent officially to take the Jews into France 
from the British Zone on their arrival there. ‘i. Douglas 


accepted this information, 


; ee 
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[This telegrsm is of particular secrecy and” shbtiid’He 
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on]. 


%, 
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Cypher/OTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION /? u 
FRO:{ PARIS TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


Cone onan apeapsamepeaane peepuammete ants pment 


Mr. Duff Cooper. 
No.823 De 7220 pew. Zlst August, 1947 


21st August, 1947. Re 7.55 pem 21st August, 1947 


Repeated to Marseilles. 


PPPOE FLO 


IMMEDIATE 
Your telegram No.1869. 
Jewish illegal immigration. 


French Government were informed of your decision and of 
the text of the British conmuniqué at 10.50 a.m. today. 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs at once recommended that an 
official should be sent on board with a message in the 
sense that having learned of His Majesty's Governnent’s 
decision they considered it incumbent on themselves to point 
out to the immigrants that it was in their own interest 
to land as free wen in a free country rather than return 
to a country where they had suffered such hard trials. 


9, This was submitted to the restricted Council of 
Ministers which was in session at the time. It was turned 


downs — 


Se New text in auch more neutral teras which simply 
states that the French Governaent’s offer to receive the 
iguigrants was still open has now been submitted to Prime 
Minister and we await outcome. We have pointed out to 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs that if consideration of 
texts is much further prolonged it will serve no purpose 
as the ships will have left. : | 
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is of partioular secrecy and should be 
authorised recipient and not passed on]. 
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y telegram No.128, to Marseilles: fof August 19th: 
Jewish illegal iasigration]. 


I shall be grateful if you will comuunicate to the 
French Governnent, His lejesty's Governnent’s decision 
and the text of the British communiqué at 10.80 acme 


BeSeT. on August 2lst and pres# theato act as suggested 
in your telegram 0.817. 


"Be I regret that. it 1s not possible to give the 
t longer advance notice but it is of the 
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rench Governsen 
highest importance that there should be no leakage =. 
nists to take further steps influence the 


enabling Zio 
Jews against disembarkin 


made to then. 


g before the announcesent is 
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FROM MARSELULES 


MOTE AECL AZON TRAM IRSA TUT AS ee RE Aas 


jesty's Censul-General. 
a. 7,00 p.m. 2lst August, 1947, 


st August, 1947, 


Anmneuncement was made en all three 
ansperts ene after the ether starting at 
LL aM. m satisfied that it has been 


widersteed by all passengers. 


Pete Sk ef ene speneyen have 
ready refused te disembark but their 
ekesmen stated that erder weuld be 
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| . Prefecture whe were infermed by 
us at 10.80 a.m., at first prepesed te send 
a representative on beard te renew the 
. French Government's offer ef welceme, but 
“subsequently infermed us that they ceuld 
take ne actien pending receipt ef instructions 


frem Paris. 


NOONOT 


ne RY De eer 


EY yyy 
25 AUG 1947 


[CODE R] | DEPARTMENTAL No: 2 


FROM MARSEILLES TO FOREIGN OFFICE 


His Majesty's Consul General D. 11.20.a.m.22nd August 
No: 14 | 1947 | 
22nd August 1947 Re 


Repeated to Paris, 


1.55.p.m,22nd August 
1947 


TUMEDIAT ES 


Restricted, 
Illegal Jewish immigration, 
My telegram 148 paragraph 3, 


M, Richardot, a sub prefect, left for Port 
eae early this morning to renew French Government 
0 er. $ 
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Code Re 


FROM MARSEILLES TO FORBIGN OFFICE 


lt hia li Consul=General 
NO. De 10.10 PemM. August oand, 1947. 


August 22nd,1947. Re 11.40 pom. August 22nd,1947. 


Repeated to Paris 


IMMEDIATE 
RES TRICTED 


My telegram No. 149: Illegal Jewish immigration. 


Richardot made announcement on board transport, 
finishing at 11 aeme There was no reaction. Later 
on six Jews disembarked. 


Convoy sailed from Port de Bouc at 6.20 Pelle 
Foreign Office repeat Lubbecke and Berlin. 
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[Repeated to Berlin] 


[Copies sent to Message Control 
Norfolk House for repetition to 
Lubbecke 


FROM, THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES’ 


(Gen,.Sir A. Cw 


Sent 21st August, 419475 4.30 bee 


te ne Re 


eee 


oHey. 


WARPISLD Inmigrantss 


Locker and Rowson vera given a copy of the 
commnague at 10.30 3.3.f. thia mor Lt Was 
explained thet copies were being given to Agonay 
- pepresentativres in Jerngelem and that the Agency wes. 
being asked to co-opernte in setting the lilegal 
imi grantm off the ships in France. | 

Locker’s reaction wae one of: complete 
refusal to ch-oyerate ao far ag he was concerned here, 
end be was sabre that the angwer would be the same im. 
Jeruzgzien. He expressed his desire to register | 
forenrs ‘2 che atrongess poasible | protest against the 
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fhe interview lasted no more than. two a 
three minutes. He was obviously deeply moved and 
resented especially the reference to o MEond at 


thranta®™ o ; : 


You will of course ba eeporting as scon as 
posaible the rasult ok your approach to the Agency Bu. 
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Latest from 


At 11 o'clock this morning HeM. Consul General 
in Marseilles, accompanied by Lt.Col. Grigson, the 
Commander of the three transports, announced to the. 
leaders of the passengers on the "Runnymede Park" 
that those,who remained on board after 6 pem. tomorrow 
woulda bel by Sea to H amburg. The "Brupire Rival" was 
next visited and after that, the "Ocean Vigour". In 
general, the news was received quietly. On the tRunnymed e 
Park" all leaders made no reply and, after announcing the 
decision, the passengers started the Zionist Anthem. 


the announcement was being made 
leaflets in French announcing 
3i0on weré distributed 


At the same time as 
on the deck to the leaders, 
the British Government's deci: 
anong the passengers. 


On the "Empire Rival" there was no reaction by the 
passengers but on the "Ocean Vigour" the leaders asked 


permission to at once consult the passengers and said 
they would take a vote and give a reply. After half an 
hour a Polish Doctor, nominated to speak on behalf of the 
passengers, speaking German through a translator saids 


ttre have takena vote and we have deciéed not to 
with the British people 


disembark. vie have no quarrel 

and, in particular, no quarrel with the British crews 

and officers in this ship. de trust in British democracy. 
Je shall maintain order and we shall not disemkark in 
Frances 

declare a 
‘omen and 


ere no signs of any decision to 


strike in any of the three ships. 
about the decks as usuale 


There W 


hunger 
children were walking 
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"INWARD TELEGRAM | 


This document must be paraphrased if the communication of its contents to any person 


outside Government Service is authorised. Ml f. A 
all 
@ a 2 


sy Ei 


TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


SPINE (Gen. Sir A. Cunninghem) 


De 22nd August POUT. 


Ro 2end 22.39 DPB. 


IMPORTANT 


Ho, 1607 Secret 


auasafa ay 


Addressed 8. of So 
Repeated Washington, Noo 20k. 
e Rome, Ne. 419. (s. of 8. please 
repeat to Parls aa my Nos hiB3 > 


Your telesrem No, 1899. 


WARFTELD Trmigronts. 

ce eniieabre peacbion of the Heirey prese AB 
Rob BAG Una WAOUn, ang See 40 G6neve. 
onan open to Peagon., PREACH BR “nased 


18 
LE the argument that ihe decision or Hie 
iy B Government ia a arime against ham BREE Gh 
+he aeasueptien that 4% wepresents a poLk 
oR She SLCeh magoltude which recdennmes GG the 
mat tne British and AGALNBY amy Lviapeagse Ly 
it Viehoy Kaanast 
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a 
wy, Bt 


oneLy on 


tEprories measures on the PEs 


necantnent ig arouged by the 
ae, WGtoniss theeats and propaganda” end Bo SUREAB ELON. 
thes Fsudisn Oren oA G BG CRB aid anything whebsesver 5 

tnduce tho serugace wok bo GL Bem awk $0 Peace POL ec ana 
iSoppuck group % profs nen of thejanimas 25 

personally egeinst bor. BETES» while the ccumasaion aw’ 
iumaniterian Teesling of the French 12 aontearisd with the 


rindieotivensss oP tne Bei tielt. 


ny tT ory ‘ S-, ‘te, . Ge rT t.. rr “ > gt. i wm ot 3h ants 
nae Bayon oe? Peten Tagvah hae suena. WnoPE LOLA AY 
TE wes wy or rs a a4 2: um ae , ne eye oe, 

won Goue OF Bhe ina BPS ta willl allow him or hnerseir 


9 taken off the ahip at Hemburg alive". 


af 2 


3 Hree Heyereon: also unolPiciaily indicated 
that the incident would not {sepeat not) rasult in the 
cessation of Yishuv’s gtreg@ile against terrorism. 01 
the other haad, there are indications ole publie ovinmion, 
has beon swayed towards support, or at least condona GAO, 
OF the terrorists, Hany observera anticipate & major 


¢cvoerigt obthreak within the next few days. 


Ce 

the gid ZG da decided to make a further shatemen: 
on the lines indicated in second end fourth paragraphs 
a a teiegran Ne. +353 to the effects that the French 

gtug asked te receive the immigrsate Dack by Land 

ah the Britieh 2: mo, T Would strengiy ures het 2% be 
made as SCOR aS pS -gaibile 2, 2thervise the effect with, dn 
wy oplnion, be conmaiderahiy diminished. 
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STLPRTA LSSHA MELT, 
Chief of Aur StaP 
Cabings Offices - S2P B. Brook, 
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INWARD TELEGRAM 
TO THE SECRETARY OF STATE FOR THE COLONIES 


he pea 


Cypher (0.T.P.) 


= 


PROM PALESTINE (Gen.Sir A. Conningham) 


Be 2hth August 194-72 


Re 2hth 4640 Nr Bc 


LEPORTAN?T 
NGo , Seeret 


My telegram No,.1607.5 
PRESIDENT WARFIBLD Ammierants, 


Jewish Agency Executive have published. 
statement dated 25rd August objecting to transfer of 
immigvante to Germany ac “latest action in ‘the equalid 
war against the Jews’ waged for last (? twe =) years by 
the British Government”. Kain pointa in statement, 
which le framed as directi reply to officie. communique 
this waek;@ 


on 


{i} fhere is no setablished sheed of truth _ 
in assertion that Jews rePused te land (2 from omitted} 
ship under Zionist threat and prepeganda. On, Gororery . 
they hare themselves resisgted the threats emi propagand 
and mental end physical torteres Gcliberately Tachi evsd 
by British Government. | | 
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Vo aft 


es. ) aw, Government's arbemnte Ga dae cas 
explusion of refugees in duly by chidme distances of 
Arab Jewish Glashesa in August Be unteneniea. Thage 
incidents had mo connection with imuisgvation and Te 
oP both Arab end Jevish communities were converned oo 
breseryve the peaces 
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dt a mi ‘baa Koen aD bie ht en Ow Pe Oe 

i whe ody cate &. if s Moy we WE Te i 
Palestine, . , z 
“ : ai . ‘ hare a eure) apo Tem pa f 
Mandate fon) iY, Pa Lesh ine 5 


% % nee see See” he SRLS adic tage « vee Sh acto: Sein aA! alee. pees 
emanch Justify thelr corneal action by stecine that Ghey 


- 


hae Oe STE et he'd Uo aa bee a ke a ripe hs ¢¢ Ce 8 gree, 
Pon A a oo Cs OTR PLE Rel ke BRU. Oa 


(iv) Attempt of refugece to enter Palestine is not 
illegal, but justified by their national and histeric rights 
to Rational Home and by Mendate, It is prevention of their 
miry which ie illegal. 


(v} The monthly quota of 1,500 ae arbitrary and devoid 
of legal or morel authority. 


ivi) Jewieh Agency cannot accept U.iM. Goverment’ s 
invitation to persuade refugees to land in France, wince this 
would amount to assisting H.M,Government in violation of | 
MANGA TS » 


fwiid) The definition of desperate atienos By Jewish 
rewnent oF Basi persecution to saye themselves in theixy 
Rational Home ag “Tllegal, immigrant traffic" is viliftention 
of nowk humanitarian work of self-rescue by Jewhsh peovie. 


 (wiii} H.H. Government's fight ageinat imuigreiion of 
Jews inte Palestine disregards every law of humanity, every 
obligation under Bendate end main principles of Charter of 

United Nations. 


| {ix} Gxruel persecution and FYilification by Mendatory 
Power Will not treak determination of refugees to return to 
theiy Nationeah Home. ee 
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ay Full text of statement, which accurately reflects oresent 
mood of most cf Yashuy, follows by airmail. T am considering 
whether an ofl.eial wejoinder should tbe published on any 

ovber action taken, particularly in view of deliberate 

falsehood in (i) above, At the moment a rejoinder Would onby 

tend to aggravate on alreedy highly charged and seaotionas. 

BLGUSCLONS 


22815 7 tLe 


Be Jowich Press comments continue to be biter, a 
Speculation as to what will happen when ehin reaches Haniurs 
18 coming to fore, with reports of determination on the part 
of refugees not to dlaerbark in Gemnony, which were deavatched 
by presamen who visited RUNNYMEDE PARK ahertliy before her 
departure Sron Port da Bore, 
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SAVING. 
From the High Commissioner for Palestine. 


To _ — of State for the Colonies. f f | _ 8 SE P 1947 
: oar ae en f' o>. 


PRIORITY. 


My telegram No.1614; PRESIDENT WARFIELD | 
Full text of Jewish agency statement is as follows oa | 


7 The expulsion from Palestine’ of nearly. 4,600 J ewish . 
| victims of the Nazis who, reached the shores of their National 
Home in July last, and their forcible deportation hack to 
Germany is the latest action in "the squalid war againstiy | 
the Jews" waged. for the -last two years bythe present British 

Government. In order to hide the ugliness, cruelty, and 
lawlessness of thid act, an Official. come aeae No. one was 


published, full of misleading. statements. 


Le There is not a shred of truth in the assertion that the 
refugees refused to land in France "under Zionist threat and. 
propaganda®., The fact,is that the refugees refused to.be — 
expelled from Palestine and dragged to any e$her place, in 
spite of the threats and propaganda of the British Government, 
in spite »f the fact that several of the refugees were pe 4 
wounded and. killed on the high seas by British armed forces, — 
and in spite of the mental and physical torments, deliberately 
inflicted on them for several weeks in the prison, ships in 
order to break their spirit,. torments which: included the burning 
of Hebrew holy scriptures sent tag. the refugees” in France. 


Qe In order to justify. the expulsion of the refugees. in the 
middle of Jaly, His Maj esty's Government cite incidents which | 
took place in Palestine in the middle of August -. -gome. attacks by 
Arab robbers which had no connection whatsoever with immigration. 
There was not a Single Arab in this country who connected ‘these 
incidents with the problem of immigration, as was ‘done. by | 
His Majesty's Govérnment in their Communique. It was. during . 
these very incidents that public expression’was given of the 
deep. anxiety. of the Arab and Jewish masses .to. preserve peace 

in Palestine,,as shown by the declarations made by leaders 

of both communities and by the peace-making meetings of Jews 

and Arabs in the quarters where . ‘the. mueseenee eee place. 


Repudiated Obligations. _ 
3. His. Majesty's Government try to justity. their cruel . 
action. by stating that they are “responsible for the maintenance 


of law and order in-Palestine." .We:regret. to state that it is 
His Maj oe Bovereeey who have ere the main law. breakers 
in oe 


4... ay 
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(2). 


in Palestine since 1939 when taoey repudiated their obligation 
under the Mendate - the only citle for British rule in 


Palestine. 


4. Whe attempt of the refugees to enter Palestine was | 
not an illegal act. They left for Palestine on the strength 
of their national and. historic right to their National Home, 
guaranteed in international law under the Palestine: Mandate. 
Tt is the arbitrary prevention of their entr:’ into Palestine 

' by the M-andadte Mandatory Power. which is.-an. egal act —- the 
“violation. sf'a positive obligation under the Mandate. - 

“Bes” he monthly: quota of 1,500. :is: antireiy erbitrary and devoid 

of any Legal ant ef moral authority; 3% tg based on.the White 
Paper: of. 1 39, in. contradiction to the Mandate... It. is not a 

-change in ‘that: quota ‘as Wis Majesty's. Governnent. claim but 
the maintenance of. it, which copstitutes a violation of 


international law. 
.§,. His Majesty's Government are inviting tke, Jewish Agency 

. to pepsuade the. expelled refugees. te land in France. The 

. Jewish Agezicy is obliged and willing. to assist by all-means 
at Ete disposel, in the implementatisn:.of. the. Mandate, i.e. in 
facilitating Jewish imnizgration “Inve ‘Palestine, developing the 
Jewish Nationai Home, bu ‘no circumatances assist | 
His Majesty's Government in the,v ion of, the Mandate. 


. 


me 2 ‘he desperate at 
of:.6 000, 


' pegede on the. p 
(8. - His Majesty's Government, in their Communique, declare that 
they are "resolutely determined .to combat illegal immigrant — 
' tpafffie by-every means at their di osal.” .'In their fight 
against Jewish -refugees - His: Majesty's Gevernment disregard every 
“ Law-of humanity, _ and avery obligation under the. Mandate, af well — 
ag the maim -prineiples of the Charter of the United Nations, 
- whieh “ve-affirms faith in: fundamental. human rights, in the 
 @ignity: and. worth of the human person, in the equal rights 
ef men and women, and of nations large and. amali,® and 7 
 “pespect for the obligations arising from treaties and other 
‘gources of International Lawet .-  -' : at. 4 
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9, | This eruel persecution and vilification by the Mandatory 
. Pawer will not break the spirit of the refugees. who are - 
resolutely determined to return to their National Home, +0 


rebuild it and be rebuilt in it." 


Gopier sant torn — | | 7 | 
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